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States and his Cabinet, and he will finally
handle the whole world for the good of his
people.

This seems a good deal to believe.
[Voice: I believe it.] You believe it! Bless
your soul, I know it. “Mormonism”
is right, and I am here telling James
Buchanan what will be. I suppose you will
say that the Lord never will do this. But the
Lord can change Mr. Buchanan’s mind in
five minutes, just as easily as I can change
the potter’s vessel, or take a lump of clay
and change it into more than one hundred
and fifty different shapes.

You know that I am a potter by trade.
Do you think the Lord can turn and twist
you into as many shapes of mind as I can a
piece of clay? I want you to be one—to be
united in all things, that you may have the
blessings of heaven upon you.

I can say that I feel cheerful; I feel well; I
enjoy the good Spirit continually, and wish
that every Saint enjoyed the same blessings
to the same extent that I do. Whoever saw
anyone misused by me? No one. When I
speak plainly of the conduct of men, some
will say that I mean them. All T have to say
is that I mean those who are guilty.

I want you to remember that there are a
great many steps to be taken in this king-
dom; and if people will try to do right in
all things, the Lord will bless and prosper
them; and I feel in my heart to bless all
good men, and all that have done good to
this people. I bless those that have brought
us goods—sugar, tea, coffee, etc.

Now, friends and neighbors—you that
have come to bring us goods, you are
God’s servants, and you shall be blest if you
will continue to bring us goods.

Brethren, in regard to our friends
that are here, I wish to say that they
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are the children of our Father and our God,
and they have come here and brought their
goods; and I will take the liberty of using
a Yankee phrase, and say we were pretty
ragged before they came here. Gentlemen,
you have conferred a favor upon us, and
no doubt many of our people will purchase
goods from you. Now, when you get our
money and our favor, do try and speak a
good word for us; and when I come up and
speak to you, don’t look as if you would
bite my head off. I have never cheated you
out of one dime, neither have I taught my
brethren to do so. I treat all men honorably,
and teach others to do likewise.

I will here give you merchants a little
advice. Let our people have your goods at
a reasonable price, and don’t have a dozen
different prices for the same article in your
stores. If you will pursue this course, you
will gain confidence and secure custom;
but if you don’t, you will lose it, for we
shall turn merchants ourselves. You have
done good in bringing goods here, and
I wish you would bring from one to two
thousand wagons next year, all heavily
laden with such things as we require. Why?
Because, when goods come here, they have
to be sold; and if more were brought, they
would come down in price, and we should
be able to get about as much for one dol-
lar as we can now get for three. I say, God
bless you! for you rescued us from the
sharks. You know that a shark is a fish that
eats up all the other fish.

I am a backwoods Yankee, born in
Vermont, in the mountains, and I don’t
fear any man on the earth, and never did.
If I continue to abide in the principles
of truth, I shall go to a place where truth
dwells unsullied. I am a friend to this
people, for they are the people of God,
and they will prosper in all their righteous
undertakings.
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