
whoring, or murder, until then. Every 
little while there is somebody shot. I am 
ashamed of such conduct in our streets.

Brethren, away to your labor, live your 
religion, and serve your God with full pur-
pose of heart, and keep away from places 
where there is no good to be obtained. 
What are you down that street so much 
for? If you have not special business with 
them, do not associate with the wicked. 
Have I advised one of my children to go 
there? No, nor my wives either: they had 
better be at home cleaning their clothes, 
mending their stockings, and doing those 
things that are required of them. This is 
what they ought to be at. Every woman in 
these mountains, throughout these valleys, 
ought to be attending to these important 
duties. I never saw such things in the coun-
try I came from, and I did not know that 
there was so much sin and corruption as I 
now see in the world. I was honest, and I 
thought everybody else was honest. I am 
honest now, and virtuous and upright, and 
always have been; and this is what makes 
me bold.

I do not fear the face of man, or any-
thing that lives on the earth. I only fear to 
do anything that would grieve my heavenly 
Father, as a child should fear to disobey his 
earthly parents. But there is not that care 
now that there was when I was a boy un-
der age. When a son is eighteen or twenty-
one years of age, he now says, I shall do as I 
please. This, however, is only in fulfillment 
of the words of the Apostle Paul, where he 
says, “This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boast-
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, Without nat-
ural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, Traitors, heady, highminded,

lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; 
Having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof: from such turn away. 
For of this sort are they which creep into 
houses, and lead captive silly women laden 
with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever 
learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” (2 Timothy, 3rd 
chap., 1 to 7 verses.)

These are Paul’s words used when he 
was prophesying of the last days, and they 
have verily come to pass. Bless your souls, 
I never thought of being disobedient to my 
father and mother; and in the land where 
I was born I never heard of such a thing. 
I was born in Vermont, and brought up 
in Ontario County, in the State of New 
York, where I stayed until I embraced 
“Mormonism.” But times have changed 
wonderfully since I was a boy, and more 
especially since the revelation of the Gospel 
to Joseph Smith. The spirit of disobedience 
and, I may say, of every species of wicked-
ness, has increased among the people.

From the time I embraced the Gospel, 
I have been knocked about considerably; 
but I am now here in the mountains, and 
I am ten times better off than I ever was 
before; and I have not got the means out 
of your hands, neither Saints nor sinners. I 
have had things stolen, and have had men 
come and confess it to me; but they never 
brought anything back yet. I told every 
man that came to me that I would forgive 
him, but I never told anyone that he could 
keep the article he had feloniously taken; 
and all such acts will stand against men, 
and I shall meet them at the bar of God, 
if I remain faithful. This is my religion, 
and these are my feelings respecting sinners 
who know what the law of God is.

Now I will speak a few words about 
Mr.  Ethan Al len,  the grandson of  
Colonel Ethan Allen, who was in the
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