
works of his hands—that when he produ-
ces intelligent beings he watches over them 
for their good. He has given human beings 
an intelligence designed to become eternal, 
self-existent, independent, and as Godlike 
as any being in the heavens.

To answer such design, we are given 
our agency—the control of our belief, and 
must know the darkness from the light and 
the light from the darkness, and must taste 
the bitter as well as the sweet.

You need exhorting rather than teach-
ing. You have been taught doctrine in 
abundance, and I have sometimes thought 
it a pity the Lord has revealed quite as 
much as he has. And I can truly say that I 
believe, if I am guilty in any one point in 
my walk before this people, it is in telling 
them things they are not worthy of—that 
I have given unto them things that they 
could not receive. For this reason I deem it 
mainly needful to stir up your pure minds 
by way of remembrance.

Brother Spencer referred to the careless-
ness and forgetfulness of the people, and to 
how prone we are to get out of the way, 
to depart from the love, enjoyment, peace, 
and light that the Spirit of the Lord and 
of our religion gives unto us. We should 
live so as to possess that Spirit daily, hour-
ly, and every moment. That is a blessing 
to us, which makes the path of life easy. 
For a man to undertake to live a Saint and 
walk in darkness is one of the hardest tasks 
that he can undertake. You cannot imag-
ine a position that will sink a person more 
deeply in perplexity and trouble than to 
try to be a Saint without living as a Saint 
should—without enjoying the spirit of his 
religion. It is our privilege to so live as to 
enjoy the spirit of our religion. That is de-
signed to restore us to the presence of the 
Gods. Gods exist, and we had better strive 
to be prepared to be one with them.

The people wish to know what to do 
to do right. When those who live their 
religion meet to speak to each other—to 
mutually strengthen their faith and en-
courage one another in good principles, in 
good, wholesome, loving lives—in moral-
ity, tradition causes some to say that they 
mean to do better—to alter their lives and 
live better than they have, when, if it was 
to save the world, they could not live any 
better unless they knew more. Have we 
not made mistakes? Yes, a great many. If 
we had known better, we could have done 
that which would have resulted in greater 
good. But, considering their knowledge, 
those who are striving to do right cannot 
conduct themselves any better than they 
do. I know a great many that I have that 
opinion about. Do they err? Yes. Do they 
knowingly do wickedly? They do not; but 
they do as well as people can. And I do not 
believe that brother Spencer, the President 
of this Stake, could, with the same knowl-
edge, better his life in past years; and I have 
the same feeling in regard to many with 
whom I am acquainted. I know this by my 
own experience, which is a most excellent 
schoolmaster when we do the best we can.

We will seek unto the Lord for more 
knowledge; we will get wisdom and forget 
it not, but treasure it up in our hearts, and 
treasure up every holy principle as fast as 
our ability will permit us to do so. And 
if our minds are strong enough, and we 
are so constituted as to comprehend and 
retain, let us strive to receive every prin-
ciple that pertains to life and salvation, 
and treasure them up in our hearts against 
the time of need. Walk humbly before our 
God, and learn correct principles as fast 
as you can; and then, when you discover 
you have missed it here and there, where  
you imagine that you could have done 
better, never find fault with the knowl-
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