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to believe in revelation; and that if they
did not believe what he had revealed,
he would let the Devil make them be-
lieve in revelation. Do you not think that
the Devil is making them believe in rev-
elation? What is called spirit-rapping,
spirit-knocking, and so forth, is produced
by the spirits that the Lord has suffered
to communicate to people on the earth,
and make them believe in revelation.
There are many who do not believe this;
but I believe it, and have from the begin-
ning.

If true principles are revealed from
heaven to men, and if there are angels,
and there is a possibility of their com-
municating to the human family, always
look for an opposite power, an evil power,
to give manifestations also: look out for
the counterfeit.

There is evil in the world, and there
is also good. Was there ever a counter-
feit without a true coin? No. Is there
communication from God? Yes. From
holy angels? Yes; and we have been pro-
claiming these facts during nearly thirty
years. Are there any communications
from evil spirits? Yes; and the Devil is
making the people believe very strongly
in revelations from the spirit world. This
is called spiritualism, and it is said that
thousands of spirits declare that "Mor-
monism" is true; but what do that class
of spirits know more than mortals? Per-
haps a little more in some particulars
than is known here, but it is only a lit-
tle more. They are subject in the spirit
world to the same powers they were sub-
ject to here.

If we live faithful to the doctrine
and faith of the holy Gospel we have
embraced, we shall understand the
real benefit and advantage that we
will have over those who are not in
possession of the true principles of
salvation or the Priesthood. If we
are faithful to our religion, when we

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

go into the spirit world, the fallen
spirits—Lucifer and the third part of the
heavenly hosts that came with him, and
the spirits of wicked men who have dwelt
upon this earth, the whole of them com-
bined will have no influence over our
spirits. Is not that an advantage? Yes.
All the rest of the children of men are
more or less subject to them, and they
are subject to them as they were while
here in the flesh.

If we conquer here and overcome in
the Gospel, in the spirit world our spir-
its will be above the power of evil spirits.
Not that we can so overcome, while here,
as to be free from death; for though Jesus
overcame, yet his body was slain.

Every person possessing the princi-
ple of eternal life should look upon his
body as of the earth earthy. Our bodies
must return to their mother earth. True,
to most people it is a wretched thought
that our spirits must, for a longer or
shorter period, be separated from our
bodies, and thousands and millions have
been subject to this affliction throughout
their lives. If they understood the design
of this probation and the true principles
of eternal life, it is but a small matter for
the body to suffer and die.

When death is past, the power of
Satan has no more influence over a
faithful individual: that spirit is free,
and can command the power of Satan.
The penalty demanded by the fall has
been fully paid; all is accomplished per-
taining to it, when the tabernacle of a
faithful person is returned to the earth.
All that was lost is passed away, and
that person will again receive his body.
When he is in the spirit world, he is
free from those contaminating and con-
demning influences of Satan that we
are now subject to. Here our bod-
ies are subject to being killed by our
enemies—our names to being cast out



