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as evil. We are persecuted, hated, not

beloved; though I presume that we are as

much beloved here as the spirits of the

Saints are in the spirit world by those

spirits who hate righteousness. It is the

same warfare, but we will have power

over them. Those who have passed

through the veil have power over the evil

spirits to command, and they must obey.

You require to be stirred up to re-

flection, to examine your religion—the

faith of the holy Gospel—the Priesthood;

for it is worthy of your notice, lest per-

haps a little gold becomes too precious

in your thoughts. The individual who

builds all his hopes upon property, upon

gold and silver, and the possessions of

this world, making these treasures his

idol, has never yet seen, by vision, the

glory of the celestial world—has not had

a foretaste of it. He has little or none

of that knowledge which God designs to

give to the faithful. When that is pos-

sessed, what is the world to Saints? It is

subject to them, and it is not in the power

of Satan to blot out or destroy that heav-

enly knowledge.

You see men eagerly striving for

gold, riches, wealth, and mourning and

fretting—"We wish we had done so-and-

so, for then we should have made a

few more dimes. And now we wish to

go and obtain piles of gold, and to do

this and that—to heap up wealth and

gain power." As Lorin W. Babbitt said,

who used to belong to this Church, but

went to California, "I am going to sell

my house and go away. I have labored

eighteen years for the Lord, and now

I am going to work for Lorin W. Bab-

bitt." What an expression! As though he

could control the elements! If he pos-

sessed a mountain of gold and gambled it

away in one night, it would still be in the

world, whether in his possession or out of

it. Suppose that I, through covetousness

and dishonesty, had accumulated mil-

lions of dollars, and then should lose it

all in an hour, in neither case is it out of

the world, and there is as much property

in the one case as in the other: it has

merely changed hands. Solomon, when

speaking of these things, says, The race

is not to the swift, nor riches to men of

wisdom. Do not fret, nor be so anxious

about property, nor think that when you

have gathered treasures, they alone will

produce joy and comfort; for it is not so.

The race is not to the swift, nor the

battle to the strong, nor riches to men of

wisdom. The Lord gives the increase: he

makes rich whom he pleases. You may

inquire, "Why not make us rich?" Per-

haps, because we would not know what

to do with riches. You remember that

a while past, nine wagons went through

this city on their way to California, ac-

companied by some soldiers as an es-

cort and guard. One of our missionar-

ies, returning home, met them on the

northern route, and asked one of them

what caused him to apostatize? The

man replied—"To tell you the truth, I

was used so well at Great Salt Lake

City that I could not endure it. I came

there with a handcart company, and had

not a mouthful of anything to eat, no

clothing, nor anything to make me com-

fortable. As soon as I arrived in the

city, Heber C. Kimball, having learned

my name, met me and said, 'Brother,

there is a house; there are flour, meal,

and fuel: you have had a hard time; go

there with your family, and make your-

selves comfortable, and eat and drink,

and get rested; and when you wish to

go to work, I will give you employment

and pay you for your labor.' From that

day my heart was in me to do evil.

I have been trying to apostatize ever

since and have finally made out to do

so; and I cannot attribute it to anything


