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in the world, only that I was used so
well.”

This exhibits the spirit that is in many.
They are faithful while they are extremely
poor; but give them wealth, and they are
thrown off their guard, forget their sacred
vows and solemn covenants, and the prop-
erty they have around them occupies their
whole attention and affections; their minds
become wholly engrossed in their posses-
sions. Doubtless there are some instances op-
posite to this; but probably, in nineteen cases
out of twenty, poverty and hardship will
tend to make people humble and faithful.

Oppression, persecution, afflictions, and
other trials and privations are necessary as a
test to all professing to be Saints, that they
may have an opportunity to witness the
workings of the power which is opposed to
truth and holiness. Go into East Temple
street (now commonly called “Whiskey
Street”), and you will see all the wickedness
you can reasonably wish to. You can there
see it, smell it, taste it, and learn enough
about it, without going anywhere else. It is
all necessary, that we may have the privi-
lege of proving whether we prefer good or
evil. There are robbery, theft, drunken-
ness, lying, deceiving, gambling, whoring,
and murder; and what evil is there lacking?
Scan the civilized world and ask what evil
they have that we have not; and if there is
one lacking, it will come, for every variety
is necessary to prove whether we will pre-
serve our integrity before God.

You will know that the evil done here
is laid to me. Let them pursue that course
until they are tired of it. I defy them,
from the gate of the celestial kingdom
to the bottom of the bottomless pit, to
truthfully substantiate a single accusation
against me. They may continue to lie,
and hire others to lie, and trump up false

JOD Vol 7-LIVE.indd 242

accusations against me; for I am accus-
tomed to that kind of treatment from the
wicked, and I am fully able, God being my
helper, to endure it: it does not hurt me
one particle. If the Devil and his servants
loved me, and wrote and spoke well of me,
I should be jealous of myself. But if T keep
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, I shall
also have the fellowship of Saints and an-
gels. Then let the wicked howl and foam;
it is all right.

I wish to know whether I can stand
the power of temptation and preserve my
integrity. I know not but what I may be
thrown into circumstances that will be
pretty hard, but feel tolerably well assured
that I shall not apostatize.

Evil temptations and abuse are necessary
to prove our faith, to determine whether we
will sacrifice our carnal appetites and de-
sires, or forsake the knowledge of God and
godliness. If we are not willing to make sac-
rifices for the truth and the Gospel’s sake,
we are not worthy of celestial glory. What
is there of an earthly nature, even though
dear to us, that we cannot live without,
so we have that which will sustain nature
and enable us to perform the duties and la-
bors resting upon us? With the exception
named, I do not know of anything,.

I can let you all go, so far as I may be re-
quired. I do not know that I ever thought
enough of tobacco, tea, snuff, or anything
else of that description, to alter the natural
traits of my character. My passions must
be in subjection to my spirit. Perhaps I
am not possessed of such ungovernable
passions as many are. But let our passions
be as they may, the whole man must be
the servant of that Being who gives us life.
We need to talk with each other, pray
with each other, and encourage each
other, until our spirits have overcome
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