
it is God alone who gives the increase. We 
can plough, we can plant, sow, water, and 
tend, because we are ordained to do these 
things; but no man on the earth is ordained 
to give the increase.

It is for us to frame our acts. We shape 
our lives—we do this, that, and the other 
agreeably with the best knowledge we have; 
but do we produce the results of our acts? 
We do not. The Lord controls the results 
of the acts of all nations under heaven. He 
casts down a throne here, and sets up an-
other yonder—brings forth a nation out 
of obscurity, and causes the most powerful 
nations to crumble to dust. We have this to 
learn, and to study and learn ourselves, and 
to control our own dispositions and pas-
sions, so that when we see others out of the 
way, we can have compassion on them, and 
say—“Thank the Lord, we have not been

suffered to go astray and give way to our 
passions.” The merciful man shall find mer-
cy. When a man designedly does wrong, he 
ought to be chastised for that wrong, receiv-
ing according to his works. If a man does 
wrong through ignorance, and manifests 
sincere sorrow for the wrong, he is the one 
whom we should forgive seventy times in a 
day, if necessary, and not the one who has 
designedly done wrong and repents not.

It is for us to so live that our lives will 
become sweet and more precious than gold 
or silver. And our communion one with 
another, may it increase in all the sublim-
ity and heights and depths of consolation 
known only to those who are truly united 
on the earth by interests and bonds that are 
eternal.

May the Lord bless you for evermore! 
Amen.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES244

The President, in his remarks this 
morning, dropped a sentence like this—
“Let us manfully man the ship Zion.” To 
do this I conceive to be the duty of the 
Elders of this Church and kingdom. It is 
a privilege which the Almighty has con-
ferred upon us, and one which we should 
esteem as the greatest that could be con-
ferred upon us: but do we realize this fact? 
Do we realize that the Lord has revealed

to us true knowledge and intelligence—
that we have become the happy recipients 
of true principles of life and salvation re-
vealed from heaven in our day?

None of us, with our present limited 
understanding of God and his dealings 
with mankind, can realize fully the ex-
tent of our present privileges: but do we  
understand enough of them to stimu- 
la te  us  to  make the  work of  God
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