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the business of our lives? Is the Lord

about to establish his kingdom, and is he

beating about in the world for recruits to

man the ship, and have we enlisted un-

der his banner, to sail with him, and then

do we falter—feel cold and lukewarm?

This question is for each one to answer

for himself.

What is this ship Zion—this great

work we have undertaken? How can we

do the most good, and how accomplish

the work we have undertaken in the best

and most approved way? These are ques-

tions we must answer for ourselves. Are

the people of these mountain valleys Is-

rael? If we are, can we not control and

bear rule in a proper manner over all

matters that come under our supervi-

sion?

If we have faith, which it is the priv-

ilege of all the Saints to have, can we

not exert a powerful influence among the

nations of the earth for our protection

and salvation as a people? And may we

not be yet more successful in dissemi-

nating the principles of life and salva-

tion among all nations? That righteous-

ness may be exalted among men by our

efforts, we must nurse and cherish the

principles of righteousness in our midst.

Can we rebuke evil and walk it under

our feet? We can, if we have faith as

we ought to have it, and have that one-

ness the President spoke of this morn-

ing. If we have this, we can do all things,

because faith is mighty when concen-

trated in a oneness of action. Let Is-

rael arise and frown down evil, and the

fear and the might and the power of

the Almighty will burn more and more

in the bosoms of the Saints. How can

we serve our master and the cause in

which we have enlisted in the best pos-

sible manner? By being perfectly obe-

dient to those who are placed to preside

over us in our various Wards and settle-

ments, and by living above the power of

the law, as our President has remarked.

Are we ready now to take hold with

one heart and with one mind to man the

ship Zion—build a temple for instance?

Are you ready, by a skillful and judicious

husbandry of the soil, to bring forth its

rich fruits, and store them up until you

are called upon to contribute your stored

wealth, as well as your energies, for the

further development and spread of the

power and influence of the kingdom of

God? Are the mechanics ready, should a

call be made upon them to go as preach-

ers of righteousness to the nations, or to

engage in any other work that may be

allotted them? I say, Are the Elders of

this Church ready to spring at once into

these various avenues, when they shall

be opened again, without a single word

of complaint? Are we all willing to de-

vote ourselves, our interest, and all we

possess to the building up of this cause

and kingdom upon the earth?

I believe a great majority of this peo-

ple are willing to do this; but I think they

might improve in this respect as well as

in many others pertaining to their du-

ties as Saints. I think, if they felt to de-

vote themselves and all they have, the

hands of the President would be loosed

more than they are in many respects,

the public works would begin again, and

Israel scattered abroad would begin to

flock by tens of thousands to the gather-

ing place of the Saints; and I think those

who have received benefit from the P. E.

Fund Company would strengthen that

company by rolling back into their hands

the means they have expended for them,

the treasury of the Lord would be replen-

ished, and these Gentile stores would be

less patronized, and handle less of your

cash.

We have been instructed over and

over again how to make ourselves in-

dependent, and these are some of the

things that have been told to us. It

is for us to build up the kingdom


