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of God individually, as well as collec-

tively. Union of effort and feeling—

practice as well as precept, is what is re-

quired. Let every man thus do his duty,

and things would be as you would like

to see them. Very soon there would be

no necessity for millions of dollars' worth

of goods to be brought across the Plains

every year, nor of patronizing those who

spend nothing whatever to build up our

cities or improve our country. There is a

lack in this respect in this community—a

lack which rests with ourselves. I think

our good friends are beginning to learn

that the people called "Mormons," who

should be Saints, are really the people

of this Territory, and have some rights

which they would strenuously preserve

from being trampled upon.

By respecting themselves, the Saints

would patronize each other as far as they

can do so, instead of patronizing those

who stand ready to cut our throats on the

first favorable opportunity.

A few, however, cannot bring about

that state of things so desirable to the

many: it requires a union of effort by

the whole. The many can freeze out in-

iquity from our midst, by simply letting

them severely alone; and they can patron-

ize home manufactures, if they are dis-

posed to do so, and be united in it. This

is of great importance to our community.

Many would like to commence manufac-

turing useful articles, if they could be en-

couraged by the patronage of the people.

We know not how soon we shall be

thrown upon our own resources, and I

say, the sooner the better: but I would

like to see the day when Israel will do

themselves good of their own will and ac-

cord, without being obliged to do so.

It has been said that the Devil

could make the Saints consecrate,

when the Lord could not. The Lord

may permit the Devil to do so; but he

does not force any man: he leaves all

men to act upon their agency.

We have enlisted to build up the king-

dom of God. And who are so blind as

not to see that much of this work de-

pends upon our producing within our-

selves that which we consume? But what

is the truth? Why, the very moment a

few goods are brought into the market a

little cheaper, you get them in exchange

for your money, and home manufactures

are suspended.

Suppose the gate was shut down

upon imported goods for one twelve-

months, you would be in the same situ-

ation you were in eighteen months ago. I

wish to impress this strongly upon your

minds. Remember that now is a good

time to produce for our own support ev-

erything we can.

Do not suffer your flax to go to waste

because goods can be bought cheaper

than you can make them, and do not

let your wool waste for the same cause.

Recollect that what you do yourselves is

within: it is not an outward expense. If

you are obliged to get some things you

cannot make, unite together and send

for them, and buy them where you can

get them the best and cheapest, and not

suffer yourselves to be bled to death by

those who have no interest in common

with you.

By this procedure, you can plainly

see that the temporal interests of Israel

would be consulted, and there would be

some means left to build up a town or a

city, and help to gather scattered Israel.

This is our business. All other consid-

erations sink into insignificance in com-

parison to our duty of building up the

kingdom of God. My mind continually

dwells upon this all-absorbing subject,

and I would like to see Israel wise in re-

gard to these important items.

If those who are engaged in home

manufactures were fully patronized,


