
they could afford to sell cheaper. The ob-
jection is, they charge more for home 
manufactured articles than better articles of 
the same kind can be bought for of those 
who import them: but if they had your best 
pay, they could probably produce better 
and cheaper articles. Instead of giving them 
your best pay, you expect them to take 
firewood, or some other kind of pay, upon 
which they cannot sustain their business, 
and you take your cash to the stores. That 
is an insurmountable difficulty the home 
manufacturer has to encounter.

Hundreds of articles can be produced 
among us that are now brought from the 
States; and there are those in this commu-
nity who are skillful in the manufacture 
of them. I would like to see those artisans 
commence to produce every kind of useful 
article within their power, and let the breth-
ren in the different Wards sustain them by 
freely giving them their support; and as long 
as they can produce as good an article as can 
be imported here, give them as good a price 
as you would give the importer, and in as 
good pay. I do not care so much what the 
price of an article is; but I think it should be 
manufactured and sold here a little cheaper 
than it can be afforded by the importer.

For instance, to the disgrace of this 
people, they buy brooms that have been 
imported from the States. They can bring 
them here and sell them to you from fifty 
cents to a dollar each. Can they be raised 
and made here cheaper than that? They 
can. Twelve-and-a-half cents per pound is 
a permanent tariff on the importation of 
brooms to this country, which the home 
manufacturer has the benefit of; and he 
can certainly produce the material almost 
as cheap as it is produced in the States. I 
think, then, we should manufacture and 
sell this article cheaper than it can be  
afforded by the importer. This prin-

ciple would be my guide for the price of 
almost every other article of home manu-
facture.

I have dwelt a little longer on this sub-
ject than I had intended, but my mind has 
been led out upon it; and I acknowledge I 
think a good deal about it, for it is an item 
of vast importance to us to produce that 
which we consume.

At our meeting yesterday I was much 
interested. My heart was full to overflow-
ing. I felt very humble. I knew the Spirit 
of the Lord was with us. I feel so today. 
When I heard from the congregation how 
they felt—how they desire to do right, 
when I heard them exhorting their breth-
ren how they might do this and that for 
the advancement of the cause of Christ, 
and to be faithful in the service of the Lord, 
I felt there was a good time near at hand 
for Israel—that the ungrateful influences 
that have been around us were mellow-
ing down, that the dark cloud was begin-
ning to break up, that we were about to be 
greatly blessed of the Lord our God, and 
that he is near unto us. I feel so today.

“Mormonism” is not a thing of today 
only, but it is a lifetime work. Let us take 
hold of it in the way that we can sustain our-
selves and build up the kingdom of God.

To manufacture the articles we consume 
is all in the line of our daily duty. Every-
thing that is necessary for our subsistence 
as a kingdom, as families, and as individu-
als, has to be furnished. We have to live, 
and we must have rules, regulations, and 
authorities. We have to dig, plough, raise 
grain, and produce everything we need. 
While we live, make rules and regulations, 
and walk by them, we are building up  
the kingdom of God. There is every  
variety of talent and genius needed, and 
there is a place for every man and wom-
an, wherein they can be useful in build-
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