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ing up his kingdom. All these ingredi-

ents are necessary.

We want what any other community

has that is good and great. We want to

make the desert blossom as a rose, to

build up cities, and make useful and or-

namental improvements that will beau-

tify the dwelling places of the Saints—

make them lovely and fit habitations for

angels.

Should heavenly messengers be sent

to our cities, called Zion, what have we to

show them that is gratifying and pleas-

ing? Become wealthy? Yes; it is for the

inhabitants of Zion to become wealthy, if

they only use their means for the build-

ing up of the kingdom of God. We have

done very well in a great many respects,

considering the difficulties we have had

to encounter: but the word is—Continue

to improve, do better, and never forget

that the building up of the kingdom of

God is the only business we have on

hand. I have thought the people are not

aware that the Spirit of the Lord is with

them as much as it really is.

When people are striving to do right

all the time, they become accustomed to

its influences, and they are not apt to

mark the progress of their individual im-

provement as they go along in the faith-

ful performance of their daily duties. If

the visions of our minds had been opened

twelve years ago to see the Saints as

they are situated now in this country,

what a vision of remarkable events it

would have been to us! And how few

would have believed it! If we improve

in the same ratio ten years to come, and

could now see in vision our situation as

a people at the expiration of that time,

it would be to us a most glorious vision,

and almost past belief.

We have been greatly and mar-

velously blessed; but we are sometimes

forgetful of our blessings and of our

ability to do a great many good acts,

and too often think there is nothing to

do, when there is a great deal to be done.

Thus many have become slack in their

duties, and have made shipwreck of faith

so far that they cannot reclaim them-

selves. They do not realize that they are

living in the blaze of the glory of God con-

tinually.

Let me exhort you to be faithful,

prayerful, and humble, that you may re-

alize the blessings you enjoy, continue to

progress in improvement, and have more

abundant blessings poured upon you; for

the Lord is willing to pour out blessings

as fast as we are prepared to receive

them.

Let us spring forth when the word

is given to perform any and every duty

we are called upon to perform. Let us

present a firm and unbroken phalanx of

strength against evil of every descrip-

tion, and be united in frowning it down.

We pray that righteousness may be

exalted. Let us exalt it ourselves; then

the habitations of the Saints will be

beautiful in the eyes of God and an-

gels, although some of them may be

homely in the eyes of men. Let us build

up cities, towns, wards, and families,

wherein righteousness shall be exalted;

and it will not be a great while before

it will spread over the face of the wide

world, and wickedness will be walked

underfoot.

The Latter-day Saints are on a mis-

sion to perform this labor, and it is a

great one as well as a glorious one. Let

us take hold and do it manfully, always

being mindful of those duties we are

called upon daily to perform.

Let us be faithful to the covenants

we have made. We have made them

of our own free will and accord, and

have delighted to make them, and

blessed God for the privilege. Shall

we, then, utterly disregard them—walk

them under our feet, as it were? Or

shall we treasure them as the most


