PRIVILEGES AND DUTIES OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

sacred treasure? In the life of the Saint, let
the duty of a Saint be the first and fore-
most consideration; let the public interest
be his greatest wish, form the burden of his
prayers, and be the chief duty of his life.
Let him put away all covetousness, and
be wholly devoted to God and his holy
religion.

Let us live our religion today, tomorrow
do the same, and so continue unto the end
of our lives; then the purposes of God will
ripen as fast as we can desire them and be
prepared for them. This is my exhortation
to the Saints.

For my part, I know I have your prayers
and faith. I feel it every day of my life, and
am exceedingly thankful and grateful to
God and his people for this mark of their
confidence.

I desire to live to see Zion redeemed,
Israel gathered, Jerusalem built up, and the
people of God in all the world sustained
by the manifestations of the omnipotent
power of the Almighty. For this I live: it
is more than my meat and drink. The
most sacred and cherished wish of my life
is to see Israel prevail and become victori-
ous over their enemies—to see the mighty
power and wisdom of God, as it is transpir-
ing before our eyes from day to day, more
abundantly displayed in their behalf.

We read with considerable satisfaction
how Moses led Israel out of Egypt across
the desert to the land of Palestine; but do
we realize how the Lord and his servant
Brigham have led us day by day, month
by month, and year by year, from the be-
ginning to the present day? As I have said,
the manifestations of the mighty power of
God and the marvelous displays of his un-
searchable wisdom are so common with us,
that we think but little of them; and so it
was with Israel of old. It became an old
story with them when the Lord interposed
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his power in their behalf~—so much so that,
if they did not have miracle after miracle
continually before their eyes, they were
ready to backslide and go into darkness,
and earned for themselves the name of be-
ing a stiffnecked generation of people. I
hope better things of the Latter-day Saints.

The Prophets of ancient Israel proph-
esied evil upon them continually, because
of their hardheartedness and rebellion,
when the Lord would have led them with a
gentle hand.

In this generation I do not look for Israel
to be scattered on account of their trans-
gressions, although various chastisements
may be necessary; but I look for Israel to
be gathered from every nation, tongue,
and people, to concentrate their energies in
building up and establishing the kingdom
of God in the latter days. I look for them to
be humble, obedient, and ready to receive
and perform the work of the Lord, and
realize day by day that they are led gently
by his hand. It is their privilege to see these
things all the time, and continually live in
the light; for it is a day of light with the
faithful, wherein is no darkness.

I like to see Israel obedient, on hand,
and ready to man the ship, and do any-
thing they shall be called upon to do. Let
us realize these things, my brethren and sis-
ters, and not get into that sing-song style
the world are in. It is for us to keep up with
the times.

Let us take hold with our might, and put
forth our energies in the place they are most
needed; and there let us work diligently, no
matter in what department, if it is for the
good of Israel, whether it is to plough, sow,
reap, dig rocks, rear temples, build cities,
preach the Gospel, or gather Israel.

Do you think the Lord will stop in his
work? Noj; his ship will be manned, whether
we man it or not; and those who stand in the
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