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It is my intention this forenoon, if

the Lord will assist me by his Spirit, to

say a few words upon the principles of

the Gospel; or, in other words, the first

principles of that great plan of salvation

which was devised before the foundation

of the world, for the benefit of the inhab-

itants of this earth. The Gospel of Jesus

Christ is of great antiquity. It was or-

dained in the councils of heaven before

the world was, and all its principles, or-

dinances, promises, and blessings were

instituted in the beginning, before man

was placed upon the earth. These prin-

ciples have been revealed to the human

family in various ages of the world—not

only revealed in the meridian of time by

Jesus and the Apostles, but to genera-

tions and ages before the Apostles lived

on the earth.

Before I commence investigating

these principles, to know precisely what

they are, I will read from some new

revelations which were revealed to the

Prophet Joseph Smith in the month of

December, 1830. They are revelations

concerning Adam, Enoch, Noah, and the

Gospel of salvation, as it was made man-

ifest to them. That which I am about to

read is an extract from the prophecy of

Enoch—a book revealed by inspiration to

the Prophet Joseph Smith, some twenty-

nine years ago—

"And Enoch spake the words of God,

and said, But God hath made known

unto our fathers that all men must re-

pent. And he called upon our father

Adam by his own voice, saying: I am

God; I made the world, and men be-

fore they were in the flesh. And he also

said unto him: If thou wilt turn unto

me, and hearken unto my voice, and be-

lieve, and repent of all thy transgres-

sions, and be baptized, even by water,

in the name of mine Only Begotten Son,

which is full of grace and truth, which

is Jesus Christ, the only name which

shall be given under heaven, whereby

salvation shall come unto the children of

men, ye shall receive the gift of the Holy

Ghost, asking all things in his name, and

whatsoever ye shall ask, it shall be given

you. And our father Adam spake unto

the Lord, and said: Why is it that men

must repent and be baptized by water?

And the Lord said unto Adam: Behold I

have forgiven thee thy transgression in

the Garden of Eden. Hence came the

saying abroad among the people, that

the Son of God hath atoned for original

guilt, wherein the sins of the parents

cannot be answered upon the heads of

the children, for they are whole from the

foundation of the world.

"And the Lord spake unto Adam,

saying: Inasmuch as thy children are

conceived in sin, even so when they

begin to grow up, sin conceiveth in

their hearts, and they taste the bit-

ter, that they may know to prize the

good. And it is given unto them to

know good from evil; wherefore they are


