THE ANCIENT GOSPEL, ETC.

said unto him, Lord, remember me when
thou comest into thy kingdom. And Je-
sus said unto him—"Verily I say unto
thee, Today shalt thou be with me in par-
adise." And where is that? Is it in the
kingdom of God? Let us inquire into this
matter. We find that paradise, according
to the definitions given by the most emi-
nent writers, is a place of departed spir-
its. Where did Jesus go? Peter said he
went to preach to the spirits in prison,
while his body was in the tomb. The
Church of England, in one of their arti-
cles, say that Jesus Christ suffered death
and descended into hell, and after three
days he rose again and ascended to his
Father. What did he go there for? Peter
says to preach the Gospel to them that
were dead, that they might be judged ac-
cording to men in the flesh. Did the thief
go with him? Yes: "This day shalt thou
be with me in paradise;" and there I will
preach to you among the rest. But to en-
ter the mansion where God dwells, and
where the holy angels dwell, you must
be born of water and of the Spirit, or you
cannot enter that kingdom. Adam could
not go there; Enoch could not; Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and the Prophets,
none of them could get into that king-
dom without being born of water and
the Spirit. This astonished Nicodemus;
and Jesus said—"Art thou a master of Is-
rael, and knowest not these things?"—as
much as to say, the new birth had been
unfolded to the people since the begin-
ning of man, and handed down from gen-
eration to generation, and yet you are "a
master in Israel," and do not know these
things! It was the only way of salva-
tion before Jesus came, and it was the
only way after he came. And these or-
dinances must be administered by prop-
erly authorized persons. But as time
will not admit us to make remarks on
this point, we conclude by bearing tes-
timony that the great God has restored
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this same plan or system of things, by
which you can be born of water and the
Spirit by legal administrators—by those
who have received power and authority
from heaven, from under the hands of
holy angels. This is the testimony we
have to bear to all nations. It is the tes-
timony we have borne far beyond these
United States. We have crossed the great
ocean into foreign countries, and borne
this testimony in many lands. I see sit-
ting before me hundreds in this assem-
bly that have crossed the ocean and come
to these Rocky Mountains to settle with
the Saints of God, to live or to die with
them if necessary. You heard the ser-
vants of God bear testimony in your na-
tive countries, that holy angels had been
sent from heaven, clothed with author-
ity and power, who laid their hands upon
chosen vessels, and restored the author-
ity and Apostleship again to the earth,
in order that people might be baptized;
for they could not be born of water un-
less the administrator had authority to
administer. If a man undertake to ad-
minister the ordinance of baptism, and
he is only called by his fellow men, it
would not be worth anything. It would
not be legal in the great judgment day. A
person cannot be born again legitimately
without a legal administrator. If you
are born of the Spirit, there must needs
be a man authorized to administer that
Spirit. Paul says, "Who hath also made
us able ministers of the new testament;
not of the letter, but of the spirit: for
the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life." Why? Because he was authorized
to lay his hands on baptized believers,
and confirm upon them the gift of the
Holy Ghost, that they might be born of
the Spirit and become new creatures.

In the last days the same Apostle-
ship has been restored, and you are
the witnesses of the servants of God
that occupy these seats. We may say



