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thousands of the people in this territory
are witnesses that this authority is re-
stored. How do you know? Did you see
the angel? No. Did you have a heav-
enly vision? How do you know that these
are the servants of God—that angels
have come from heaven and restored the
Apostleship? You answer, We believed
their testimony on good substantial ev-
idence, but we did not know it to be true;
we acted on our faith, repented of our
sins, were baptized, and the administra-
tor laid his hands on our heads, and con-
firmed the Holy Ghost upon us. Did you
receive it? Yes, and we received a perfect
knowledge that they were the servants
of God. This is what Luke means when
he says, "And we are witnesses of these
things; and so is also the Holy Ghost,
whom God hath given to them that obey
him."

Now, strangers, if you want to ob-
tain a knowledge that this work is
of God, obey the word of God, and
you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost; and when you receive that gift,
you will know: you will be beyond be-
lief, so far as that one thing is con-
cerned. You will know that this is
the truth which we have told you: you
will know that an angel of God has
been sent from heaven; that the Book
of Mormon is a Divine revelation—
the  history of ancient America,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

containing the Gospel preached in an-
cient times in this land; that God has
raised up his kingdom on earth for the
last time; that this is the winding-up dis-
pensation; and that the great day of the
Lord is at hand. This you will know
through the administration of the ordi-
nances of the Gospel.

Are you willing to try it? Are you will-
ing to believe our testimony? We say to
infidels—you who do not know whether
there is a God or not, test our words and
prove them whether they are true or not.
If you do as we tell you, you shall know
there is a God—that this is his work—
that these testimonies given by the ser-
vants of God are testimonies given for
your benefit, to prepare you for the great
day of his coming. Infidels and all other
men may know whether this work is true
or not. You can prove whether we are
false teachers or not. We set these things
before you: comply with them, and the
blessing is yours, as sure as the Lord
lives and reigns on his eternal throne.
But if you do not comply with them, you
cannot know until it is too late. May God
bless those that are inquiring after the
truth, and all that obey it, is my prayer,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.



