IMPORTANCE OF HOME MANUFACTURES, ETC.

throw us upon our own resources. Then
let us not be off our guard because a few
loads of merchandise have been brought
into our country. The Lord has no doubt
permitted this to supply the present ne-
cessities of the people. But will he con-
tinue to supply them in this way? Or will
there be a scarcity of such things that are
now plentiful? There will be a scarcity,
as Brother Kimball has said.

I see no other way to escape pinch-
ing necessity than to go to with all our
might and produce the things we need
the most. The Lord blesses us with years
of plenty against the time of need, and
in these times of plenty it would be well
for us to treasure up grain and other rich
products of the earth.

To be righteous towards God is to
obey. Jesus said, "If a man loveth me, he
will keep my words: and my Father will
love him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him. He that loveth
me not keepeth not my sayings: and the
word which ye hear is not mine, but the
Father's which sent me."

Let us be truly obedient in the
things we do know; and then, if we
have a desire for the things we do
not know, the Lord will perhaps give
them to us. A father feels more like
giving to a child that has complied
with his requests than to one that has
not. Another thing: We frequently
ask for things that we have no busi-
ness with. Let us be careful about this,
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and faithfully practice upon that we
have already received.

I feel a peculiar joy and an unspeak-
able satisfaction myself in the things of
God. I have desired a greater degree of
intelligence, that I might be more use-
ful and of greater benefit in the kingdom
of God. I do not know that I have cov-
eted anything in this world, only to be
more useful in building up the kingdom
of Christ in my day and generation.

May the Lord help us to overcome evil
with good—to sustain the principles of
righteousness and the authorities of the
Priesthood of God now on the earth.

We would like to build a temple. Sup-
pose we had one now; are we prepared to
enter into it? My earnest desire is that
we may be faithful and be found wor-
thy to go into it when it is built, and
receive the blessings of eternity; but we
shall not be, unless we progress in all
the principles of eternal life. As soon
as we are worthy to go into the house of
the Lord and receive those blessings, we
shall have a house.

The Lord delights to pour out the
riches of eternity upon his faithful chil-
dren. Why does he not do it more abun-
dantly? Because we are not worthy to
receive them. Then let us, by our godly
lives, prove ourselves worthy of those
blessings.

May the Lord help us to accomplish
all he requires of us, in the name of Je-
sus Christ. Amen.



