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reward of your own doings, whether they

be good or evil.

In some instances, the people lose

confidence in their Bishops, and the

Bishops lose confidence in themselves

and in the people. Were it in my power

to bring the people to understanding

and obedience, I would place them in

such a degree of advancement that their

Bishop could not live in their midst, un-

less he administered in his office with

holy hands and with pure heart. Then,

if he lacked the wisdom and discretion

to judge righteously between man and

man, he would be filled with the revela-

tions of eternity, to enable him to judge

like an angel, to discriminate between

right and wrong, to point out the path

of duty to everyone, and to designate

what is required of each person in his re-

spective calling. But this advancement

is for the people and Bishops to obtain

for themselves, through the means the

Gospel supplies.

I have lived in the days of Prophets

and Revelators. I have been subject to

rule—to the powers that have been and

now are. This is not new to me. My

own experience has led me, step by step,

from day to day, and from night to night.

When fear comes upon the people that

a Bishop or President is leading them

astray and introducing evil among them,

it proves to me that the people are wrong

and are destitute of the power of their

holy calling. They are willingly deceived.

It is folly to say that a community of

Saints who are living up to their callings

can be led astray by their Bishop or Pres-

ident. There is no such principle in all

the kingdoms God has made.

It may be that some pray that their

Bishop may be led wrong, that they

may get rid of him. If so, is that

taking a course to save the children

of men? Take a man of the weak-

est intellect of any in a Ward and or-

dain him a Bishop, and then let every

other man in that Ward be filled with

the power of his holy calling; are they

not ready and willing to give a word of

counsel to their Bishop when they meet

him? Their faith is concentrated upon

him; they pray for him early and late,

that the Lord will fill him with wisdom,

enlarge his understanding, open the vi-

sions of his mind, and show him things

as they are in time and in eternity. You

all know that even such a man would be-

come mighty in the house of Israel, if he

had the faith of his Ward. The capac-

ities of all sane persons are capable of

enlargement. You may take the weak-

est man in the Church, if he is faithful,

and ordain him a Bishop, and he will

grow into wisdom, knowledge, strength,

power, light, intelligence, and the spirit

of his calling. If he does not thus ad-

vance, it is because he more or less for-

sakes his calling and sets his heart upon

something besides the holy Priesthood

that is placed upon him. There is not

a faithful man in this Church but what

will increase in his understanding of the

ways and duties of life. His mind will

expand, the visions of heaven will be

opened to him, and truth pertaining to

all subjects of art and science will in-

crease within him.

Does not the weakest intellect of a

properly organized person know more at

ten years of age than it did at five—

more at twenty than at ten—more at

forty than at twenty, and so continue?

Yes. This proves that he has grown, in-

creased, and expanded in his capacity

from his infancy. Now I will apply this to

an officer in the Church. He once knew

but little; he now knows considerable.

Any Bishop, under the influence of the

prayers and confidence of his brethren

and sisters, with a faithful and holy life

on his part, will increase in faith and

good works, and the rich fruits of his

mind will manifest from day to day in-

creased wisdom and intelligence.


