
You hear the remark that such and 
such a man is not fit to be a Bishop. I ac-
knowledge that many who are called to be 
Bishops are not fit for the office, for it is 
one of the most important offices in the 
Church to rightly administer in temporal 
things. A Bishop also ministers in spiritual 
things, and is required to devote time to 
the well-being and prosperity of his Ward, 
like a father to a family. It is an office that 
keenly tries the patience, faith, and feel-
ings of a man. If the brethren and sisters 
prayed for that man continually, and lived 
their religion, he would know how to settle 
certain business transactions without run-
ning to me about this, that, and the other. 
Brethren would not run to me about things 
as simple as, “So-and-so has been building 
a fence on the line between us, and has put 
his poles wrong end foremost. Will you not 
counsel him to turn them?” And sisters are 
running to me about things as simple as, 
“Sister So-and-so’s hens have laid on my 
premises, and they do not lay with their 
heads in the right direction.” Does such 
conduct proceed from true knowledge 
among the Latter-day Saints? No. I do not 
wish to talk about such folly, neither to 
have my time wasted by visits upon such 
unimportant subjects. I do not wonder 
that the Lord suffers us to be more or less 
abused by our enemies. I do not wonder 
that the devils laugh at our folly.

Let men and women who profess to be 
Latter-day Saints live their religion, and they 
will be filled with wisdom, and all these little 
trifling traits of life will vanish. If my brother 
or sister commits an overt act, all I wish to 
know is whether the wrong was intended. If 
so, I cannot fellowship you; but I will bear 
with the inconvenience you have put me 
to. If no wrong was intended, all is right— 
we have nothing to say. How is it? Do

you seek unto the Lord early and late, con-
stantly, from morning until evening? Are 
your secret devotions and the impulse of 
every moment filled with the desire to have 
the Lord Almighty lead you, direct you, 
and prepare you for the discharge of every 
duty in building up his kingdom on the 
earth and the promotion of righteousness?

I do not wonder that some say that this 
or that Bishop is not fit for his calling. It is 
true; for there are Bishops who condescend 
to notice childish trifles, unworthy the 
notice of a child five years old. They love 
the world—are covetous. Their minds are 
upon this, that, and the other, instead of 
upon the duties of their office, which are to 
them a secondary consideration. Such men 
are not fit for this office.

I will here offer advice that may apply to 
every officer and member in this Church, 
from myself down. I will say to wives, 
whose husbands are unruly and will not 
walk in the paths of rectitude and truth, 
Live your religion faithfully; and if you 
have sons and daughters, let them do the 
same and be one with you, and you will 
burn the wicked man out of the house, 
for he will not be able to resist the power 
of God that is within you. Let the people 
in Wards live their religion; let every man 
and woman be filled with the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and you will burn out an un-
faithful Bishop, without being obliged to 
complain of him and quarrel him out of 
the Ward. If you are not one, you cannot 
be Saints. How can we be one? Shall we 
seek to establish a perfect oneness by means 
of the order God has instituted upon the 
earth? Or shall we set up our individual 
judgments against that order?

If my individual judgment must be  
the standard, then farewell to union—
farewell to oneness. God can never  
save us upon any such principle. He
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