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I shall address you this morning upon

a subject that is more interesting to me

than any other pertaining to the life of

man. It is a subject of deep study and

research, and has been from age to age

among the reflecting and philosophical

portions of the human family. The in-

telligence given to the children of men is

the subject to which I allude, and upon

which has been expended more intellec-

tual labor and profound thought than

upon any other that has ever attracted

the attention of man.

The Psalmist has written, "What is

man, that thou art mindful of him?

and the son of man that thou visitest

him? For thou hast made him a little

lower than the angels, and hast crowned

him with glory and honor." This pas-

sage is but one of many which refer to

the organization of man as though it

were a great mystery—something that

could not be fully comprehended by

the greatest minds while dwelling in

earthly tabernacles. It is a matter of

vital interest to each of us, and yet it

is often farthest from the thoughts of

the greater portion of mankind. In-

stead of reflecting upon and search-

ing for hidden things of the greatest

value to them, they rather wish to learn

how to secure their way through this

world as easily and as comfortably as

possible. The reflections what they

are here for, who produced them, and

where they are from, far too seldom en-

ter their minds.

Many have written upon this great

subject, and there exists a great variety

of reflections, views, and opinions which

I have not time to dwell upon in detail.

I will merely give you a few texts, or

what you may term a textbook. Nor shall

I now take time to minutely elaborate

any particular point, but will present

such views as shall come into my mind,

trusting that I shall have your faith and

prayers to be able to edify both Saint and

sinner, believer and unbeliever.

If the inhabitants of the earth thor-

oughly understood their own being, their

views, feelings, faith, and affections

would be very different from what they

now are. Many believe in predestination,

while others of the Christian world op-

pose that doctrine and exclusively advo-

cate free grace, free will, free offering,

etc.; and each party of Christians has

its pet theory or doctrine, upon which

it builds its hopes of eternal salvation.

Such a course is like five or six hundred

men each selecting and running off with

a piece of the machinery of a cotton mill,

and declaring that he had the cotton mill

entire. This comparison may be truly ap-

plied to the Christian world as it now is

with regard to the holy and divine prin-

ciples which have been revealed pertain-

ing to eternal life and salvation.


