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nation, kindred, tongue, and people, and

bring it to Zion.

The people upon this earth have a

great many errors, and they have also

a great many truths. This statement

is not only true of the nations termed

civilized—those who profess to worship

the true God, but is equally applicable

to pagans of all countries, for in their

religious rights and ceremonies may be

found a great many truths which we will

also gather home to Zion. All truth is

for the salvation of the children of men—

for their benefit and learning—for their

furtherance in the principles of divine

knowledge; and divine knowledge is any

matter of fact—truth; and all truth per-

tains to divinity.

When we view mankind collectively,

or as nations, communities, neighbor-

hoods, and families, we are led to inquire

into the object of our being here and sit-

uated as we find ourselves to be. Did

we produce ourselves, and endow our-

selves with that knowledge and intelli-

gence we now possess? All are ready

to acknowledge that we had nothing to

do with the origin of our being—that we

were produced by a superior Power, with-

out either the knowledge or the exercise

of the agency we now possess. We know

that we are here. We know that we live,

breathe, and walk upon the earth. We

know this naturally, as the brute cre-

ation knows. We know that our food and

drink come from the elements around us:

by them we are nourished, cherished, re-

freshed, and sustained, with the addi-

tion of sleep. We live and breathe, and

breathe and live. Who can define and

point out the particularities of the won-

derful organization of man?

It enters into the minds of but few

that the air we inhale is the great-

est source of our life. We derive

more real nourishment to our mor-

tal tabernacles from this element than

from the solid food we receive into our

stomachs. Our lungs expand and con-

tract to sustain the life which God has

given us. Of the component parts of this

great fountain of vitality I have not time

to treat; but this interesting information

you may gather in part from numerous

works on natural philosophy. I will, how-

ever, say that the air is full of life and

vitality, and its volume fills immensity.

The relative terms height, depth, length,

and breadth do not apply to it. Could

you pass with the velocity of the elec-

tric fluid over telegraphic wires, during

the continuation of more years than you

can comprehend, you would still be sur-

rounded by it and in the bosom of eter-

nity as much as you now are; and it is

filled with the spirit of life which em-

anates from God.

Many have tried to penetrate to the

First Cause of all things; but it would be

as easy for an ant to number the grains

of sand on the earth. It is not for man,

with his limited intelligence, to grasp

eternity in his comprehension. There is

an eternity of life, from which we were

composed by the wisdom and skill of su-

perior Beings. It would be as easy for a

gnat to trace the history of man back to

his origin as for man to fathom the First

Cause of all things, lift the veil of eter-

nity, and reveal the mysteries that have

been sought after by philosophers from

the beginning. What, then, should be the

calling and duty of the children of men?

Instead of inquiring after the origin of

the Gods—instead of trying to explore

the depths of eternities that have been,

that are, and that will be—instead of en-

deavoring to discover the boundaries of

boundless space, let them seek to know

the object of their present existence, and

how to apply, in the most profitable man-

ner for their mutual good and salvation,

the intelligence they possess. Let them

seek to know and thoroughly understand


