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him we owe allegiance; to him we owe

our lives. He has brought us forth and

taught us all we know. We are not in-

debted to any other power or God for all

our great blessings.

We see man upon the earth, and dis-

cern that he is endowed with great in-

telligence, which displays its scope and

power in various ways to meet and pro-

vide for the exigencies and wants of the

human race. Wise statesmen know how

to devise and plan for a kingdom, and

can closely calculate the results of the

policies they adopt. They understand the

course to be pursued to induce the people

to submit to a wholesome government or

to a despotic rule as may please the will

of the rulers. There are historians of var-

ious grades, philosophers wise and sim-

ple, and an exceedingly great variety of

capacities and tastes. In our Republican

government we see some who are acute

politicians, but that seems to be the ex-

tent of their knowledge. You may find

others who are good statesmen, but poor

politicians. Some are excellent mathe-

maticians, and understand and care for

but little outside that science. Still, if a

man is capable of learning the geography

of the earth, he is also capable of learn-

ing the laws of the nations that inhabit

it, if you will give him time according to

his capacity. One scholar in a school may

far outstrip the rest; but give them suffi-

cient time, and they can learn what the

quick, bright scholar has learned so eas-

ily and quickly. If we are capacitated to

learn one thing today, we can learn an-

other tomorrow. It is the height of folly

to say that a man can only learn so much

and no more. The further literary men

advance in their studies, the more they

discern there is to learn, and the more

anxious they are to learn. This is made

manifest before us day by day, and is ob-

served upon the face of the whole earth.

The principle of intelligence is within

us. Who planted it there? He who made

us. That which you see developed in the

children of men (you may call it dispo-

sition, or whatever else you please), is

the force of the mind or the spirit, and

the body is a tabernacle organized for its

temporary habitation.

It is written of the Savior that he de-

scended below all things. If he did, he

descended in capacity. I will merely tell

you what I believe on this point. I be-

lieve that there never was a child born

on this earth with any less capacity than

dwelt in the child that was born in a

manger of his mother Mary. I believe,

according to the natural ability which

he received from his mother and from

his supposed father Joseph, that there

never was a child that descended lower

in capacity, or that knew less. Yet, ac-

cording to the history given of him, his

power of mind developed with such won-

derful rapidity that when he was but a

few years old he propounded questions

to the learned doctors of his day which

they could not answer, and answered

questions propounded to him which the

querists could not answer. He increased

in wisdom and knowledge, and came into

communication with his Father. The Be-

ing whom we call Father was the Father

of the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ, and

he was also his Father pertaining to the

flesh. Infidels and Christians, make all

you can of this statement. The Bible,

which all Christians profess to believe,

reveals that fact, and it reveals the truth

upon that point, and I am a witness of

its truth. The Apostles who were per-

sonally acquainted with Jesus Christ did

know and understand what they wrote,

and they wrote the truth.

He was endowed with capacity to re-

ceive intelligence. We, his brethren,

are also endowed with capacity to re-

ceive intelligence. And what some


