INTELLIGENCE, ETC.

and be prepared to receive glory, immor-
tality, and eternal life, that when they go
into the spirit world, their work will far
surpass that of any other man or being
that has not been blessed with the keys
of the Priesthood here.

Joseph Smith holds the keys of this
last dispensation, and is now engaged
behind the veil in the great work of the
last days. I can tell our beloved brother
Christians who have slain the Prophets
and butchered and otherwise caused
the death of thousands of Latter-day
Saints, the priests who have thanked
God in their prayers and thanksgiving
from the pulpit that we have been plun-
dered, driven, and slain, and the dea-
cons under the pulpit, and their brethren
and sisters in their closets, who have
thanked God, thinking that the Latter-
day Saints were wasted away, some-
thing that no doubt will mortify them—
something that, to say the least, is a
matter of deep regret to them—namely,
that no man or woman in this dispen-
sation will ever enter into the celestial
kingdom of God without the consent of
Joseph Smith. From the day that the
Priesthood was taken from the earth to
the winding-up scene of all things, every
man and woman must have the certifi-
cate of Joseph Smith, junior, as a pass-
port to their entrance into the mansion
where God and Christ are—I with you
and you with me. I cannot go there with-
out his consent. He holds the keys of that
kingdom for the last dispensation—the
keys to rule in the spirit world; and he
rules there triumphantly, for he gained
full power and a glorious victory over the
power of Satan while he was yet in the
flesh, and was a martyr to his religion
and to the name of Christ, which gives
him a most perfect victory in the spirit
world. He reigns there as supreme a be-
ing in his sphere, capacity, and calling,
as God does in heaven. Many will ex-
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claim—"Oh, that is very disagreeable!
It is preposterous! We cannot bear the
thought!" But it is true.

I will now tell you something that
ought to comfort every man and woman
on the face of the earth. Joseph Smith,
junior, will again be on this earth dictat-
ing plans and calling forth his brethren
to be baptized for the very characters
who wish this was not so, in order to
bring them into a kingdom to enjoy, per-
haps, the presence of angels or the spir-
its of good men, if they cannot endure the
presence of the Father and the Son; and
he will never cease his operations, under
the directions of the Son of God, until the
last ones of the children of men are saved
that can be, from Adam till now.

Should not this thought comfort all
people? They will, by-and-by, be a thou-
sand times more thankful for such a man
as Joseph Smith, junior, than it is possi-
ble for them to be for any earthly good
whatever. It is his mission to see that all
the children of men in this last dispen-
sation are saved, that can be, through
the redemption. You will be thankful, ev-
eryone of you, that Joseph Smith, junior,
was ordained to this great calling before
the worlds were. I told you that the doc-
trine of election and reprobation is a true
doctrine. It was decreed in the counsels
of eternity, long before the foundations
of the earth were laid, that he should be
the man, in the last dispensation of this
world, to bring forth the word of God to
the people, and receive the fulness of the
keys and power of the Priesthood of the
Son of God. The Lord had his eye upon
him, and upon his father, and upon his
father's father, and upon their progen-
itors clear back to Abraham, and from
Abraham to the flood, from the flood to
Enoch, and from Enoch to Adam. He has
watched that family and that blood as it
has circulated from its fountain to the



