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Israel obtain a single victory. It is "Israel

forever!" all the time.

These are a part of my feelings with

regard to this work.

I expect one of the distinguishing fea-

tures between the Latter-day Saints and

the sectarian world is, that they feel so

devoted to the cause they have espoused,

that they are willing to pass through any

amount of suffering, even to the loss of

their lives, to subserve its interests.

The outsiders look on the devoted-

ness of the Latter-day Saints to this

cause and kingdom with great astonish-

ment. There is a reason for this devot-

edness they know nothing about. They

cannot conceive howmen should let their

religion occupy their whole affections.

How is it in the United States? They

have no confidence in their religious

leaders. Have they any in their God? I

do not wish to be severe in my strictures

on them. They virtually say to their re-

ligious leaders, Stand there, and do not

dare to interfere with our temporal af-

fairs, or interfere with us in any way ex-

cept in religious matters. They look upon

them as their spiritual leaders only.

The world generally have an idea,

and it is too true with many of the

Latter-day Saints, that they know bet-

ter about their everyday affairs than the

Lord. They even go so far as to exclude

religious teachers from holding offices in

their political circles. They do not ele-

vate their religious ministers to the civil

offices of the country.

Would not we, as a people, be will-

ing to let the Lord dictate our affairs

temporally and spiritually? This is a

distinguishing feature, I say, between

the Latter-day Saints and the rest of

the world: they are not willing that the

Lord should dictate their temporal af-

fairs, and we profess to be willing that

he should.

If ever we are prospered exceed-

ingly, we shall have to submit ourselves

to his dictation temporally, because he is

building up a temporal kingdom on the

earth, as well as a spiritual kingdom, in

the last days. He is gathering the peo-

ple together from the four quarters of the

earth, that he may concentrate a power

to bring forth his purposes in the last

days—that he may magnify his name in

the earth—that he may have a people

who will do as he wishes them, that he

may exalt and bless them.

The Lord takes us through many

channels, through a chequered path, to

bring us to the position to be capable and

worthy to receive the blessings he is de-

sirous of dispensing to the children of

men who will acknowledge him as hav-

ing a right to rule on a portion of the

earth, at least, if not on the whole of it.

Has he not a right to rule on this

earth? Who has done so much for it as

our Lord and Savior? The Prophets have

intimated that all his enemies should be

laid beneath his feet, that he should tri-

umph over every opposing foe, and that

the kingdoms of this world should be bro-

ken in pieces, and become the kingdoms

of our Lord and his Christ.

This is what we are expecting in this

our day and generation. The work has

commenced, and we have become partic-

ipants in it—citizens of the kingdom of

God, if you please. This thought carries

with it joy and satisfaction to the soul

of every true Saint, and to every per-

son who is desirous of seeing righteous-

ness obtain a foothold on the earth, and

wickedness walked underfoot.

This is what makes the people of God

so enthusiastic in regard to their reli-

gion. Great blessings are held out to

them in having the Lord to reign over

them, in being submissive to his will in

all things, and thereby doing the work he

has allotted them to do in the last days.


