
but I want every good man in this Ward to 
consider himself a missionary and a min-
ister. I want you to get hold of the young 
men, and to advise them as fathers should 
advise them. “Well, but,” says one, “the 
young men here in this Ward have fathers; 
and if I should presume to give them ad-
vice, their fathers will be displeased.” I do 
not suppose they would. At least, I think 
you may venture to carry out my advice.

The spirit of thieving stalks abroad in 
our land, and it has its advocates among 
the people. It gets hold of the unguarded 
youth, and causes them to steal from their 
neighbors, being unguarded by the truth. 
You fathers, do you know this to be true? 
“Yes,” say some, “we hear that there is steal-
ing done over yonder (pointing towards the 
west), and that it is Bill Hickman and his 
gang that do it. But do you know that there 
is a thief who visits your son and corrupts 
his morals, and who is making him believe 
there is no harm in stealing from a Gentile?

“Oh, to be sure,” say you; “I know that 
such a man visits my son. I don’t know ex-
actly where my son is now, but he is about 
the city somewhere.” This is what I want 
you should know. Make it your business 
to know where your sons are, for they 
have only to go into some of the streets 
of the city to meet with thieves who tell 
them there is no harm in stealing from 
the Gentiles, and who tell them that the 
Presidency of the Church say so. This is 
the way the lies were told about us, to lead 
the unwise and unwary from the truth. Do 
you want to save yourselves from the scorn 
and disgrace that will cover your son wher-
ever he goes? If you do, watch over your 
sons and also over the associations that 
they form. To you that have daughters, I 
would say, Watch over them, or by and by 
you will come to your friends with a piti-
ful face, saving, O my poor daughter, she

is gone! Where? To Camp Floyd, to the 
States, and to the Devil. O my daugh-
ter, that we have raised carefully, and we 
thought she would live to honor us; but, 
alas, she has gone!

Yes; but you did not know, while she 
was with you, that she was forming an ac-
quaintance with habits and making associa-
tions with those things that have succeeded 
in removing her beyond your reach. “True, 
she went to every dancing party,” says the 
unsuspecting father; “but how could I re-
fuse her the privilege?” Perhaps the Bishop 
was called to go and pray for them, in order 
to sanctify the affair; and perhaps she went 
with the son of your neighbor whom you 
regard; and hence you will say, How can I 
refuse and offend my brother? Yes, offend 
your brother; for that is worth less than the 
salvation of your child. “But,” says one, 
“shall we not let our children go to parties?” 
Yes, let them go; I would not dare to advise 
you not to let them go. And why? Because 
it would not do any good.

If your daughters associate with those 
that have no interest in the truth, advise 
them to discontinue their intimacy with 
such persons, and enjoin upon them the 
necessity of pursuing that course that will 
preserve them in purity and keep them in 
the truth. If your daughter will go, what 
then? Why, let her go. Do not break her 
neck to keep her, for she would not be in 
heaven if her neck was broken.

I allude to this simply to elucidate the 
truth, and to show the way those things are 
accomplished of which I have been speak-
ing. Perhaps your daughters have not asso-
ciated with Gentiles, you may say. I would 
as soon my daughter would associate with 
some Gentiles as with many that profess to 
be Saints, especially those who have noth-
ing to talk about but balderdash, and noth-
ing in their minds but the wicked plans 
concocted by corrupt hearts.
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