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I allude to these things thus point-
edly and minutely, because they will af-
fect your happiness and well-being, as
well as that of your children. Do not
undertake to crowd things to extremes,
to obtain any of the blessings I have al-
luded to. Do not commit a greater evil
than those that already exist, by creat-
ing others.

I pray that you may so strive to
cultivate a love for the Spirit of God,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

and a love for his people, that you may
constantly be under the guidance of that
Spirit, and always have it abiding in you,
that you may do everything in favor of
the truth, dwell happily beneath its in-
fluence, and lead your children in the
way of life. That this may be your happy
lot, through diligence and obedience in
the Gospel, is my prayer, in the name of
Jesus. Amen.
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I have been extremely gratified in the
remarks that have been made by brother
Gates. The instructions which he has
given us have been imparted, as I be-
lieve, by the gift of the Holy Ghost. I feel
truly grateful that we live in an age of
the world when we can receive instruc-
tions by the power and wisdom of that
Spirit which searches all things—that
Spirit that understands all things, and
discerns the thoughts and intents of the
heart. All other preaching is vain. I can
say, with him, that it is one of the great-
est pleasures of my life to speak, when
I can have the Spirit of the Lord to as-
sist me. Without it, I would rather do the
hardest kind of bodily labor. Indeed, I do
not think that it is the privilege of any of
the servants of God to speak in the name
of the Lord without that Spirit. But
I have oftentimes thought that no per-

son who was living according to the com-
mandments of God could rise before a
congregation of Saints like this before
me, and open his mouth in humility and
simplicity of heart, but what the Lord
would give him something to say. It is
through the united faith of the people
of God—through that confidence which
they have in the Being whom they wor-
ship, that he, for their edification and
benefit, will grant his Spirit unto his
humble and faithful Saints. But we of-
tentimes deprive ourselves of the bless-
ings and enjoyments which we might
receive, through the darkness of our
minds, through our selfishness, through
our neglect of keeping the command-
ments of God, through our disobedi-
ence, and through the abundance of
cares and perplexities with which we
have to contend in this mortal existence.
All these things have a tendency, more



