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the privileges that pertain to the higher

Priesthood. What are these privileges?

They are plainly laid down in the word

of God. Those holding that Priesthood

have the privilege not only of receiving

the ministration of angels, but to have

the heavens opened to them, and to be-

hold the face of God.

Now, no man, without the Spirit of

the Lord resting upon him to quicken

him in body and mind, can have this

great and exalted privilege to behold the

face of God the Father who is in the heav-

ens. But few have attained to this great

and exalted privilege. Are there not

some reasons—some causes? Have we

not been members of this Church, some

of us for sixteen, eighteen, or twenty

years, and some of us for twenty-five

and almost thirty years? It will be

twenty-nine years tomorrow since I was

baptized into this Church; and I feel

ashamed that I have not made greater

progress in the things of the kingdom of

God, when compared with the promises

that have been made to us. Notwith-

standing all this, when I reflect upon the

advancement which we have made, com-

pared with our former ignorance, I can

truly say that the contrast is very great.

We have learned many things pertaining

to the first principles of our religion, and

pertaining to the first principles of our

conduct as Saints of the Most High; and

we have learned this lesson most thor-

oughly too. It is not merely a theoretical

lesson, but we have learned it practically.

Many of us have learned to be sub-

ject to every word that proceeds from

the mouth of God. We have learned

that it is not only necessary for us

to cease from taking the name of the

Lord our God in vain, but to never

mention his name only by constraint

of his Spirit. We have learned to

impose a guard upon our tongues, to

speak no evil concerning the children

of God. We have learned not to backbite

our neighbors and friends. Many of us

have learned this lesson, but not all of

us.

We have learned, also, practically,

the necessity of ceasing from all light-

mindedness and levity and excessive

laughter. But there are many, I am sorry

to say, who have not learned the first

principle of this lesson. We have learned

that we can be cheerful without yielding

to much laughter; for this is accounted in

the revelations of God as sin in the sight

of Heaven.

We have learned a great many impor-

tant principles pertaining to family gov-

ernment. We have learned many impor-

tant principles pertaining to giving heed

to all the counsels of the Priesthood that

may be imparted unto us, from time to

time, by the voice of the Spirit of God.

We have learned, in a great measure, to

discern those who have the Spirit and

those who have it not, when they speak

to us in Church or in Ward meetings. We

have learned that our religion consists in

doing the things required at our hands,

instead of hearing from Sabbath to Sab-

bath, and not doing.

We have learned the necessity of giv-

ing the most earnest heed to every coun-

sel and word which the Lord our God

has given to regulate our conduct. And

many of us have learned, also, that when

the Lord speaks, not by command, but

by the word of wisdom and advice, that

we should give heed to the same, in or-

der to enjoy that flow of the Spirit of the

living God in our hearts which is neces-

sary to prepare us for further blessings.

But, after all we have learned during the

last quarter-of-a-century in this Church,

we have not yet prepared ourselves suf-

ficiently to receive the great and impor-

tant blessings I have named pertaining

to the two Priesthoods of the living God.

When shall we learn this lesson?


