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One thing in particular strikes my

mind, and probably strikes the minds of

many, that the spirit of evil is bold, up-

roarious, rampant, and fond of exhibit-

ing itself everywhere, while the spirit

of righteousness, virtue, integrity, and

truth is modest and retiring, and not

very anxious to exhibit itself: conse-

quently, when a spirit of this kind pre-

vails, it seems as though the Devil is to

pay. When you feel after the heartstrings

of the people and touch them with the

touchstone of truth, all good men and

women will answer to the test, showing

that the spirit of truth, of intelligence, of

union, of virtue, and integrity still exists

and prevails in the bosom of all the faith-

ful so that when we meet together in the

capacity of a Conference, every oppos-

ing feeling to these noble qualities and

truths in the character of a Saint is sub-

dued, the Spirit of the Lord becomes the

prevailing influence, and we feel as we

have often felt on former occasions.

We realize that we have not lost his

Holy Spirit; and if we continue to encour-

age it, it will be in us a spirit of life, light,

intelligence, and truth—in fact, a spirit

springing up unto everlasting life. It is

the principle embodied in the words of

Jesus to the woman of Samaria.

We feel that we are in possession of

the principles of eternal life, which are as

a well of water within us and around us,

and of which we drink and participate in

when we live our religion. It emanates

from God, issues from the Fountain of

life and truth—the Source of all intelli-

gence, and is imparted to us through the

medium of the everlasting Gospel. It has

enlightened our minds, enlarged our un-

derstandings, extended our feelings, in-

formed our judgment—has warmed up

our affections to God and holiness, has

nourished and cherished us, and put

us in possession of principles that we

know will abide forever and forever.

We have been seeking, in a great

measure, to do the will of our heavenly

Father, to keep his commandments, mag-

nify our Priesthood, honor our calling,

and do that which is right in the sight

of God continually.

Inasmuch as we have done this, the

Spirit of God is yet with us—a living,

abiding, eternal principle, which is ex-

tending, growing, and increasing within

us, until we shall be prepared to asso-

ciate with the Gods of eternity.

What makes us so buoyant and joy-

ful on occasions like this? Why is it that

the Spirit and power of God is more visi-

bly manifested at the time of our General

Conference, when the authorities of the

Church from all parts are assembled to-

gether to talk on the things of God, regu-

late the affairs of his kingdom, to put in

order anything that may be wrong, and

counsel together pertaining to the inter-

ests of Zion and the building up of Is-

rael? It is because there is a union of

good feelings, good desires and aspira-

tions; and one spirit inspires the whole,

forming a phalanx of power, of faith, and

of the Spirit of the Lord. A single taper

will give a light, and it is pleasant to look

upon; but thousands of the same kind of

light make a general illumination. With

us it is a time of union, of light, of life,

of intelligence, of the Spirit of the liv-

ing God. Our feelings are one—our faith

is one; and a great multitude possess-

ing this oneness forms an array of power

that no power on this side of earth or hell

is able to cope with or overcome.

We feel mighty today. We are sat-

isfied that we are associated with the

kingdom of God upon the earth. We

know that this is the Church and king-

dom of God, and our temporal and

eternal interests are centered in it.

We know that it was established for

the gathering of Israel, for the re-

demption of the Saints, for the per-


