
UNION, ETC. 321

These are some of the blessings of

despotism. That is a kind of union which

they enforce, and hence they can com-

mand the popular vote for anything they

please. The people dare not resist the

will of their rulers; they are brought

down into subjection by force, bound in

chains, and their chains riveted upon

them in every imaginable form.

In the British Constitution, as it now

stands, there are three powers, all op-

posed to each other, called kings, lords,

and commons. The king pulls one way,

the commons another, and the lords an-

other, on the same principle that you

prop up a steamboat pipe by chains

pulling different ways: the moment you

cut one of those chains, down comes the

chimney pipe. The British Government

presents a sort of pulling policy instead

of propping up. It is so with all other po-

litical institutions of our day.

The great cause of all this evil is,

God has not established their govern-

ments, nor framed their laws, nor in-

spired their lawmakers, nor given wis-

dom to their kings and emperors. They

have governed by their own wisdom, but

heavenly intelligence they have not pos-

sessed. One evil has followed on the

heels of another, corruption has followed

corruption, and there has been no man to

point them out the right way; or, if there

was, they have not listened to his coun-

sels.

What is to be done in this deplorable

state of things? The Lord wants to es-

tablish a kingdom that shall break in

pieces all these kingdoms. The Devil

has held the reins long enough; kings

and rulers have borne rule without the

Lord long enough; the nations have

groaned under tyranny and oppression

and every kind of maladministration

long enough; and it is now time for

the Lord to regulate his own vineyard,

and put things to right that have been

put wrong by the reign of wickedness.

To bring this about, does he speak to

the Emperor of France, or to the Em-

peror of Russia, to the King or Queen

of England, or to the President of the

United States, to the Emperor of China,

to the Ruler of Japan, or to any other

earthly power? They would not listen

to him. What do they know about God,

his rule, or his authority? Nothing at

all. What could he do with them? Sim-

ply nothing at all. Suppose he were to

speak to the Pope, what does he know

about God? Nothing.

The Almighty wishes to accomplish a

great purpose on the earth in the last

days. Whom is he going to speak to, and

send to prepare the way for the fulfill-

ment of his latter-day purposes?

Suppose you were God, and placed

in such circumstances, and had such

a set of kings, governors, rulers, po-

tentates, and priests to deal with, how

could you put them right? And sup-

pose you wanted to introduce your form

of government upon the earth, your

spirit, your law, your intelligence, and

the way your government in the heav-

ens is administered—and were you de-

termined to establish your kingdom on

the earth, how would you do it? [Voice

in the stand: "The only way would be to

lead them all into the Red Sea together."]

How could you get at these kings and

great men of the earth? You could not.

Would they listen to a revelation from

God? Verily, no.

You may go to any of the priests of

the day, presidents of colleges, and you

will find them too great to bow to God:

their reputation would be at stake: if

God should reveal his will to them, they

would be called false prophets, and this

they could not endure.

Under the circumstances, what

could God do? He could not do


