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better than he has done. Men are now
wandering in darkness, like you and I
were before the Gospel greeted our ears.
What did we know previous to that?
Nothing. I did not know that it was nec-
essary to be baptized for the remission of
sins until the Gospel taught it to me; yet
I knew the Bible from A to Z. I could read
a great many things in the prophecies,
and make calculations about the Millen-
nium and the gathering of Israel, but
did not know the first principles of the
Gospel of Christ; and there is not a man
here that knew them.

I have traveled extensively in the
world, and have never met with a priest
or scientific man that knew the first prin-
ciples of the Gospel of Christ in any coun-
try.

What could the Lord do with such a
pack of ignorant fools as we were? There
was one man that had a little good sense
and a spark of faith in the promises
of God, and that was Joseph Smith—a
backwoods man. He believed a certain
portion of Scripture which said—"If any
man lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
who giveth to all men liberally, and up-
braideth not." He was fool enough in the
eyes of the world, and wise enough in
the eyes of God and angels and all true
intelligence, to go into a secret place to
ask God for wisdom, believing that God
would hear him. The Lord did hear him,
and told him what to do.

Yes, there was one man that be-
lieved God—that had simplicity, hon-
esty, truth, and integrity enough to ask
wisdom of him, while the presidents of
churches and men of extensive erudition
and research sought wisdom from the
musty records and uncertain traditions
of the ancient fathers. The votaries of
the Catholic and Greek churches all do
this: they have all sought to their idols
for a knowledge of God, except Joseph
Smith, who sought true intelligence
from him; and he sent his angels, one
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after another, to instruct him; and thus
the Lord commenced to communicate his
will, his knowledge, and wisdom to him
and others as fast as they were able to
receive them.

Joseph Smith was considered a fool—
a gold-digger. Although all the world
nearly have turned gold-diggers since
that, it has become a respectable profes-
sion; but it is highly unpopular to be a
Prophet and receive revelation from God.
And these priests and professors have
always been the most bitter opposers of
God and his revelations.

Some twenty years ago, when I was
out preaching the Gospel, I always ex-
pected some priest to pop up and cre-
ate a disturbance by opposing the truth;
and I never had any peace until I met
them and made manifest their folly be-
fore their own congregations. Then I
could go peaceably about my business.

The priests were always the first to
oppose the truth, the Bible, the revela-
tions of God, containing the principles
God had revealed for the salvation of the
human family.

The Lord sent Joseph Smith, gave
him the gift of the Holy Ghost, and the
spirit of wisdom and intelligence rested
down upon him, and he unfolded and
made plain the Scriptures to the Elders
that first came to him. They were not
educated, but they spake as I had never
heard man speak before. They knew the
Bible a thousand times better than I did.
Where did they get their information?
From the Bible. Where else? From that
record which the Lord revealed through
a holy angel to Joseph Smith, and gave
him power to translate the same. That
record contains wisdom and intelligence
we knew nothing about.

Again, God gave sundry revelations,
and in them he unfolded things per-
taining to our position and the position
of men of God who have lived in the
different ages of the world, and per-



