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taining to the condition of all classes of

men and angels in the eternal worlds,

the future destiny of the human family,

the salvation that has been wrought out

for them, and how they are to obtain it.

Again, the Lord has imparted the gift

of his Holy Ghost to his people, and

opened a communication between the

heavens and the earth. Worldly-wise

men stumble at these things, while the

Saints of God are being built up in intel-

ligence and in light by the administra-

tion of angels—by visions of the Spirit

of the living God, teaching them, guid-

ing them, and instructing them under all

circumstances, opening out their way in

time of persecution and trials in a way

that the hand of God is visible to all in-

telligent Saints.

What else did the Lord do through

Joseph Smith? He restored the holy

Priesthood. And what is that? It is

the government of God, whether in the

heavens or on the earth—the princi-

ple and power by which he regulates,

controls, dictates, and manages his af-

fairs, his worlds, his kingdoms, his prin-

cipalities, his powers, his intelligences,

and all things that are underneath him

and above him, and with which he has

to do. He has restored that Priest-

hood, and a restoration of that Priest-

hood necessarily implies a restoration

of his rule and power, and an orga-

nization of his kingdom and govern-

ment on the earth. This, therefore,

is that kingdom, and is organized ac-

cording to the revelations, wisdom, com-

munications, or order of God: hence it

has its First Presidency, its Prophets

and Apostles, its Seventies and High

Priests, its Bishops, Teachers, and Dea-

cons, and every appendage that is nec-

essary to completeness, and to promote

the happiness and welfare of the human

family, and for all purposes of govern-

ment on this earth and in the heavens.

Or, in other words, this organization is

a pattern of things in the heavens, and is

the mediums or channels through which

the blessings of God flow to his people

on the earth, and through which intel-

ligence is communicated concerning all

subjects with which the Saints are con-

cerned, whether they relate to this world

or to the world which is to come.

We are not left to grope any longer

in the dark about what kind of govern-

ment we are to have, for the Lord has

revealed it; and if you do not yet know

it, you will. Do you want to know what

is our Constitution, what our laws, and

who are our lawgivers? The Scriptures

shall answer—"The Lord is our king, the

Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law-

giver, and he will rule over us." How?

Through the Priesthood. Do you want

to know what kind of courts, what kind

of judge, and what kind of lawyers you

ought to have? Go and ask your High

Council and Bishops. They will instruct

you in relation to your judiciary, and tell

you who should judge matters, and regu-

late them, and put them in order. Do you

want to know what kind of morals you

ought to be governed by? You ought to

be governed by the morals contained in

these books. Do you want to learn the

duties of husband and wife, of parents

and children? The Gospel of Jesus Christ

unfolds them, and the Priesthood are the

true exponents of that Gospel; in fact,

what we have here—the government of

God restored again to the earth. We have

here a people who are not ashamed to ac-

knowledge God, who are not ashamed to

acknowledge his law and his power, who

are not ashamed to acknowledge his au-

thority, nor afraid to submit to his laws.

How extensive has this union to

be? And who understands anything

about correct principles—how to put

in order things that are wrong, and

straighten up the crooked paths?


