
The same power that governs in the heav-
ens, that rules and regulates the planetary 
system, that causes seedtime and harvest, 
day and night, summer and winter, and all 
the regular changes of the heavenly bodies 
in their proper succession—this same in-
telligence is required to govern the world, 
produce order out of chaos, and bring back 
that same state of things which has been 
forfeited in consequence of the transgres-
sions of man—to restore correct govern-
ment, legitimate rule and dominion, true 
religion, morals, and science, and every 
other correct principle; for there is no good 
or perfect gift that does not proceed from 
God, either in regard to religion, govern-
ment, mechanism, or science.

What do we wish to do? To obtain more 
and more of the same spirit, of the same 
light, and of the same intelligence. We 
read some curious manifestations of power 
that occurred in the days of the disciples 
of Christ. Philip, after he had baptized the 
eunuch, was caught up by the Spirit and 
carried to another place. Much has been 
developed in latter times as to the applica-
tion of the power of steam to machinery, 
and great results have been attained in the 
application of electricity to the conveyance 
of intelligence.

The principles always existed, but it 
remained to be discovered how to apply 
them to the wants of mankind, which in-
formation was given by revelation. But 
there is one power we cannot yet find 
out—how to lift ourselves up as Philip did, 
and pass to another place. Such a power ex-
ists, or Philip could not have exercised it. 
That power we cannot know until the Lord 
reveals it.

What do we know about the resurrec-
tion? What do we know about a great many 
more things we talk about? We are only, as it 
were, in a state of embryo. We have scarcely

learned the first letters of the alphabet; we 
have only learned some of the first prin-
ciples of the Gospel of Christ; but we have 
not yet learned how to be in perfect sub-
jection to the authorities of the kingdom 
of God.

We see in part, and we know in part, 
we prophesy in part, believe in part, and 
we try in part to do right. The Lord has 
blessed us with great blessings, but he has 
only blessed us in part.

We are in the school of the Prophets, 
trying to learn; and the Lord teaches us by 
peace and by wars, by prosperity and by 
adversity. He teaches us by bringing our 
enemies upon us, and by taking them away 
from us. He shows forth his great power, 
and maketh manifest our wickedness and 
infirmities, leading us to know that our 
trust and confidence only is in God.

The Lord has given us the blessings of 
the knowledge of the fulness of the Gospel 
of Christ, through his servant Joseph 
Smith. And when he was martyred, the 
Lord raised up his servant Brigham to be 
his mouthpiece to tell his mind and will. 
What for? Because he has got a little hand-
ful of people here in these mountains, gath-
ered from the nations of the earth, who are 
beginning to open their eyes to the truth, 
and can see men and trees walking, as it 
were. We sometimes think we were very 
intelligent and wise; but our actions do not 
show that we know much.

What we have learned, we have learned 
from this book, and from this, and from 
that, and from Joseph Smith, and from a 
little of the spirit of revelation, which we 
have obtained by being obedient to the 
Gospel, by the laying on of hands, and 
the reception of the Holy Ghost, and by 
our faith from time to time. In this way  
we have obtained a little smattering of  
something pertaining to eternal life:
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