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we feel it, and it makes us jubilant and

happy; but in reality, the extent of our

information is very limited in compar-

ison to the eternity of knowledge that

is in store for the faithful. He has

organized the different Quorums, au-

thorities, helps, and governments in his

Church and kingdom, to convey his will

to his people, and through them to the

people of the world, to bring them to

a knowledge of correct principles, laws,

and ordinances, that they may learn to

do right and fear him, that there might

be a people on the earth who will fear

him, acknowledge his law, and submit to

his authority, which is the power of the

holy Priesthood.

Jesus says, "My sheep hear my voice:

they know me and follow me; and a

stranger they will not follow, because

they know not the voice of a stranger."

The reason this people will not break

up and follow strangers is because they

know not their voice. Some few have

gone after strangers; but, as it was for-

merly said, "They went out from us, be-

cause they were not of us." They fell

into darkness, and were led astray. But

those who have within them the true and

living principle of life eternal, it leads

them to rejoice: they have something

that buoys them up and unites them to-

gether. What is it? It is the Spirit of the

living God—the Holy Ghost, which flows

to them through the proper channel.

Could any of you have that Spirit

and not have fellowship with President

Young and the other authorities of the

Church and kingdom of God? No, you

could not.

When you hear a man talk against

the authorities of this Church and king-

dom, you may know he is sliding down-

hill. He does not know what spirit in-

fluences him; he is ignorant that he

is in the dark; and, unless he re-

traces his steps quickly, he will go

overboard. You may set that down as a

fact all the time. Why? Because, if this

is the Church and kingdom of God, and

President Young is the elect of God, and

his Council and the Twelve and others

are the elect of God, and you seek to in-

jure them, you run a great risk, and will

be found fighting against God; for Jesus

says, "He that receiveth you receiveth

me, and he that receiveth me receiveth

him that sent me; and he that rejecteth

you rejecteth me, and he that rejecteth

me rejecteth him that sent me."

You cannot say that you love God

while you hate your brethren. You can-

not say that you submit to the law of God

while you reject the word and counsel of

his servants.

There was a man in Missouri who

said he did not believe in Joseph Smith,

because he said he was not a true

Prophet. Why? Because the revelations

say, "If any man committeth adultery, he

shall lose the Spirit of God and apos-

tatize." "Now, [said he,] I have commit-

ted adultery, and have not apostatized."

You can judge where he was. He did not

see that he had apostatized when he dis-

carded Joseph as a false Prophet. The

Scripture says, "The branch cannot bear

fruit of itself except it abide in the vine,

neither can you bear fruit except you

abide in me." "If I abide in you and you

in me, you may ask what you will, and

it shall be granted unto you." Why? Be-

cause there is a spirit of union, of faith,

and concentration upon correct princi-

ples.

I want to show you the difference be-

tween this kind of spirit and the spirit of

the world—between this kind of govern-

ment and the government of the world,

and the influence that has been made

use of by despotic governments, emper-

ors, kings, and rulers, who have abused

the power vested in their hands. What is

the difference?


