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Did anybody force you into this

Church and kingdom? Is there a sin-

gle person here that can say that he was

compelled to join this Church? If there

is, let him speak. Did anybody force you

to come to Utah against your will? If

there are any that were coerced, let them

speak. [Voices: "No."] You entered this

Church, and came here voluntarily. Did

ever anybody force you to stop here when

you wanted to leave?

There are some few instances where

men have been forced to stay who have

been guilty of stealing, and would like

to escape, but cannot. There are also

men who have wanted to go away with-

out paying their debts, and were followed

by their creditors. Independent of those

instances, has there ever been any influ-

ence exercised over any man that would

in the least jeopardize him in liberty in

body or in limb? There has not. Then

where is there any coercion? I am at the

defiance of this congregation and of the

world to show it.

Let us look at others. Who places

kings, rulers, and potentates upon their

thrones? Napoleon Bonaparte was more

honest than the rest. When the Pope was

about to put the crown on his head, he

took it from him, and placed it on his own

head, and crowned himself, saying, "I

have won it." Other kings have obtained

their authority by the sword, or received

it from those who have thus obtained it;

and the very people that they coerce and

rob of their freedom are made to give

them their power, and it is permitted by

the Great Ruler of the universe. But in

relation to us, we are here of our own ac-

cord. We have embraced the Gospel of

our own accord. We continue here of our

own accord.

I will go a little farther. All the

authorities of this Church, from Pres-

ident Young down, will be presented

before this Conference for reception

or rejection. If any of us have committed

any mean act, you have a chance to tell

us twice a year. Will they allow that in

any other kingdom upon earth? No.

There has not been a President of the

United States yet that could have held

his office twelve months, if this privilege

had been given to the people. Where is

there an authority or a government that

is subjected to the same ordeal that the

authorities of this Church are? Nowhere;

and yet people are afraid of bondage.

Great conscience! What bondage can

there be that you have not the privi-

lege to resist? People have got to do

right, or else be disfellowshipped from

this Church. And I tell you now, before

you vote for me, if you know anything

against me, tell it; or if you know any-

thing against any of the authorities you

are called upon to sustain, tell it. But

if you do not, and vote to sustain the

men God has chosen, you cannot com-

plain if they expect you will sustain them

in their endeavors to establish the king-

dom of God.

We talk sometimes about Vox populi,

vox Dei—the voice of the people is the

voice of God; yet, sometimes it is the

voice of the Devil, which would be more

proper by Vox populi, vox diaboli; for the

voice of the people is frequently the voice

of the Devil. In the first place, it should

be the voice of God, and then the voice of

the people.

Formerly God made known his law,

and all the congregation said Amen.

They acknowledged it. It is so now in the

kingdom of God.

If you vote for the constituted author-

ities of this Church, you must be notori-

ously mean, and as corrupt as the Devil,

if you find fault afterwards with the way

in which they manage. I tell you this

before you vote, that you may have an

understanding of what you are doing. If


