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holding them in connection with Presi-

dent Young.

Again, Jesus says, "If a man abide

not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,

and is withered; and men gather them,

and cast them into the fire, and they

are burned." It is the nourishment which

flows from the true vine that preserves

all those who remain in the vine, giving

them eternal life. A branch that remains

in the vine cannot be burned, but it en-

dureth forever.

You expect our leader, his Council,

the Twelve Apostles, and the Bishops

to honor their callings because they are

your leaders; but they are under no

more responsibility to honor their call-

ing, abide in the vine, and live their reli-

gion faithfully, than other departments

of the Priesthood are. Unfaithfulness

would lead to their destruction just as

quick as it would lead to yours. It is nec-

essary we should be one, as the branches

are one in the vine, that we may partake

of the nourishment that cometh from the

Father, through the Son and the Holy

Ghost, and through the different author-

ities in heaven and on earth.

I feel to thank God that the little

branch that was down in San Bernardino

is on its way here; and my prayer to

God is that all the distant branches

will gather themselves closer and closer

together, and unite themselves as one

man; and when they have done that,

in the name of Israel's God, we can

rise above the world, the flesh, and the

Devil; for they can then have nothing

in common with us. Let us be one in

principle, one in righteousness, one in

heart and action, seeking in all the pur-

suits of our lives the chief interest of

the kingdom of God; and in doing this

we seek the individual interest of the

whole, doing unto one another as we

would wish others to do unto us un-

der like circumstances; for upon this

practice hang the law and the Prophets.

Prophets and righteous men and women

of all ages have clung to these principles

as perfectly as they could in the flesh.

That we may attain to the salvation they

have gained, it is necessary we should

pursue the same course they pursued to

gain it.

If I do not wish a man to take the ad-

vantage of me, I should not take the ad-

vantage of him. If I do not want a man

to steal from me, I should not steal from

him. If I want my neighbor to hold my

property sacred, I should hold his prop-

erty sacred.

That which the world calls "Mor-

monism" is the kingdom of God—the

kingdom which Daniel saw; and this

kingdom Joseph Smith was sent by the

Almighty to establish, with its Priest-

hood and authorities; and we shall pros-

per exceedingly, if we cleave to it, keep-

ing ourselves pure and clean.

It is very painful to my feelings when

men who hold the holy Priesthood in this

Church set an example that is unworthy

their high calling, and would influence

simple men and women to go astray. In-

stead of being saviors of men, they de-

stroy them, and will sooner or later have

to account for their conduct for the injury

they have done by an unwholesome and

destructive example.

Let us wake up and keep the

commandments of God more perfectly,

cleansing our hands from evil actions

and our hearts from unholy affections,

keeping humble and lowly at the feet of

Jesus. I find that I have to live near

unto God, exercise all the faith in my

possession, and practice all the integrity

I can command. An Elder said yesterday,

"When a man goes in secret before his

God, he does not act the hypocrite; but

often before men he will make a beauti-

ful flowery prayer, to be heard of men."

When I was a Baptist, I learned some

of their prayers to deliver in public, to

tickle the ears of men, and have them


