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a true history of the Savior of the world

and of the religion he produced for the

salvation of the children of men, but you

do not believe it," Mr. Taylor would have

considered himself persecuted for righ-

teousness' sake, and perhaps would have

put the person out of his house.

There is not one of us who professed

to be Christians before we embraced this

Gospel could have borne to be told that

we did not believe all that is written in

the Old and New Testaments. We should

have deemed such a statement very un-

warranted and past enduring; yet such

was the fact.

We had read, over and over again,

that baptism was for the remission of

sins; yet none of us knew that it was

true and requisite. We had often read the

commission of the Savior to the disciples,

that the believer in their words should

be baptized to be saved; yet who of us

fully believed that he spoke the truth?

We read the Bible with the idea that it

gave a history of something that was, but

is not now, and never will be.

In this state of ignorance and blind-

ness the Gospel found us; yet we have

learned many great and glorious truths

during the short experience we have had

in this Church. We now see the consis-

tency of the vital truths that the ancient

Apostles left recorded for the world to

read. We might say that the Bible is a

guide-board to the world, as it points out

the path for them to walk in: it draws a

line to guide their conduct.

We have learned much from the

Bible. We have also learned much

from the Book of Mormon and the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants; but

all the salvation you can obtain by

means of those books alone is com-

paratively of little value. They con-

tain a history of what other men have

done, show the path they walked in,

and the way in which they obtained

the words of eternal life for themselves;

but all the Scriptures from the days of

Adam until now cannot, alone, save one

individual. Were they all committed

to memory so perfectly that they could

be recited with the greatest ease, that

alone would not save one of the small-

est of God's creatures, nor bring any per-

son nearer the gate of the celestial king-

dom. In visiting a foreign nation, an

understanding of their language, geogra-

phy, manners, customs, and laws is very

agreeable and beneficial. So the reading

of the Bible gives comfort and happiness

to the traveler to eternity, and points

out to him in part the character and at-

tributes of the Being whom to know is

life eternal. We have not yet attained to

that knowledge, and the mere reading of

the Scriptures can never put us in pos-

session of it.

When the vision of your mind is

opened by the Eternal Spirit, you mea-

surably see Zion in its beauty and perfec-

tion, and are filled with ecstasies of joy;

but when the vision closes, you still find

yourselves in this dark and benighted

world. In a vision of Zion in its glory, you

do not see your own and your brethren's

foibles, while you are struggling from

day to day to prepare yourselves to par-

ticipate in the glory you gaze upon while

you are in the spirit.

We are still warring against the dark-

ness and imperfections, temptations and

vicissitudes inherent to the flesh in this

dark and benighted world; and it is by a

steady, unwavering course of daily pro-

gression that we can be prepared to en-

joy the glories of the celestial kingdom

with God our Father.

If a person is baptized for the re-

mission of sins, and dies in a short

time thereafter, he is not prepared

at once to enjoy a fulness of the

glory promised to the faithful in the

Gospel; for he must be schooled, while


