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Why is it so? I know of no reason only
because they do not court that spirit
at home—that they do not make their
homes the same field of faithful, hon-
est, and persevering exertions that they
would make in the field away from home.

If the same prayers were to ascend to
God with the same degree of fervency—
with the same attention paid to the pro-
priety of examples that are set—with
the same word of wisdom and truth and
goodness and virtue constantly flowing
from them in the midst of the home circle
that might characterize all their labors
abroad, then the misery at home would
become prolific in truth, in which plants
of righteousness would spring up and
yield the fruits of peace.

"l am a Seventy, and consequently
have nothing to do here! There is a First
Presidency here, a High Council, and a
whole host of Bishops. I shall only be re-
garded as guilty of meddling with other
men's business, if I should say anything."
Then you will not even presume to talk
to your wife at home—to call your sons
and your daughters around you to ad-
vise with them and explain to them the
parental anxiety and care you have for
them, by making them acquainted with
the duties that they are strangers to,
by placing them above that which would
lead them from the path of virtue, that
they may escape the evils that surround
them.

I want to say to the Seventies, High
Priests, Elders and Apostles, Prophets
and Presidents, It is your privilege and
duty to extend the principles of righ-
teousness in the field at home. You
need not tell me, you Seventies, that
you are qualified to preach salvation
to the people of distant nations, when
you cannot preach it around your own
hearth at home. You must be a Saint,
an Elder, a Seventy, an Apostle, &c.,
around your fireside, in the circle of
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your home, in the midst of the Saints
gathered home. The best and most con-
clusive evidence that you can tell the
truth abroad, and show an example wor-
thy of acceptation, is to do it at home. If
I am satisfied a man can tell the truth
and live it at home, I have no fear of him
anywhere else.

I want to say to all Israel, Wake up
to your interests at home. "But how
can this condition of things exist among
us when the great mass of our commu-
nity here are ordained to public service—
to service abroad?" I want you to care-
fully consider one thing—that your call-
ing, whatever it may be, was not to ne-
glect your home and the cultivation of
the principles of salvation within the
home circle.

You may never be called to go abroad.
"But," says one, "I was ordained to be
a Seventy, to preach in all the world."
Some that have been thus ordained die
before they fulfil their mission, and some
apostatize—which, by-the-bye, is a mat-
ter that can be most effectually reme-
died by simply adopting my little advice
I have thrown out this morning—to cul-
tivate perseveringly and faithfully those
principles that are calculated to emanci-
pate the soul from the thralldom of sin,
misery, and death.

Cultivate this in your homes, and you
will become ministers of salvation in-
deed, whether you go abroad or not. You
will then discharge the duty you owe to
God, to mankind, to yourselves, and to
your families around you.

I want the Seventies to remember
that this is a part of all the world where
we now live. And if an evil exists in
our streets here, it is as much an evil as
though it existed a thousand miles from
this place.

Is there a benighted soul here that
can be enlightened by the words of
instruction imparted by the servants
of God? If so, why wait until you
travel ten thousand miles? Make



