
360 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

THE GOSPEL.

A DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT SALT

LAKE CITY, JANUARY 15, 1860.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I came here this morning anticipat-

ing the pleasure of listening to some of

my brethren. But it seems to have fallen

to my lot again to address you, and I do

so with pleasure at this time, as upon all

such occasions, and willingly communi-

cate anything that may be imparted unto

me which may be a benefit or blessing to

those who may listen.

The great principles of truth are so

varied and comprehensive, that it is dif-

ficult to know where to commence our

illustrations of a portion of them, and

where to leave off. They reach back into

the past, exist in the present, and stretch

forward into the future. In the Gospel of

Jesus Christ is embodied all truth, so far

as the salvation of the human family is

concerned; and hence it is spoken of in

the Scriptures as being the everlasting

Gospel.

To those who have not reflected seri-

ously upon the dealings of God and his

laws, the Lord appears to be changeable

in his way of saving the human family. In

the different dispensations from Adam

until Christ, they suppose that he has

adopted as many different ways of sal-

vation.

We are told by Christian divines

of the dispensation that existed be-

fore the flood; we are informed of

the Patriarchal dispensation, the Mo-

saic dispensation, and finally of the

Christian dispensation; and it is a

prevailing idea among the uninformed

that each of these dispensations pre-

sented a different system of salvation

adopted by the Almighty in teaching

the human family, in enlightening their

minds, and in giving unto them correct

information in regard to God and eter-

nity. Hence I have often heard eminent

divines refer to the dispensation before

the flood as a day of almost utter dark-

ness; then to the Patriarchal dispensa-

tion as one in which a faint glimmer of

light began to be made manifest; of the

Mosaic dispensation as a time in which

the sun began to rise a little above the

horizon; and of the Christian dispensa-

tion, as it now exists in the world, as be-

ing the fulness of light and intelligence,

or the full blaze of Gospel day. These

views of the different dispensations gen-

erally obtain among professors of Chris-

tianity.

I entertain a very different opinion

of the Almighty. God, like his Son, Je-

sus Christ, is "the same yesterday, to-

day, and forever"—the same in intelli-

gence, the same in purity, the same in

his projects, plans, and designs. He is, in

short, unchangeable. And I apprehend,

if the Saints who had communication

with him in ancient days were to appear

on this earth at the present time, they

would find the same medium of commu-

nication, the same way of imparting in-

telligence, and the same unchangeable

Being that existed 1,800, 4,000, or 6,000

years ago.


