
Enoch, how did you happen to know 
about things that should transpire some 
thousands of years hence—you that lived 
so far back in the remote ages of the world, 
that were so dark and benighted, according 
to the ideas of modern theologians? “I had 
the Gospel, and the Gospel holds the keys of 
the mysteries of the revelations of God; and 
by the spirit of that Gospel I was enabled to 
look through the dark vista of the future, to 
draw back the curtain of eternity, and con-
template the things of God, and his  purposes 
concerning the nations of the earth, until I 
gazed upon the winding-up scene.”

And Jude, how did you happen to know 
that Enoch prophesied of these things? 
for we have no account of it in the Bible. 
Where did you obtain your information? “I 
had the same Gospel that Enoch had, and 
the same power of revelation, and the same 
Spirit that he had, so that I was enabled to 
develop the same things, and to know pre-
cisely what Enoch prophesied about, and 
have given my testimony in relation to that 
matter.”

But Joseph Smith, where did you get 
your information from? “I had just the 
same Gospel that Enoch had, and the same 
that Jude had; and I also testified of the 
same things, and we all agree.”

In tracing out this history, we find it 
written that God was about to destroy 
the inhabitants of the earth with a flood. 
How did he make this known? “God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.” All flesh had corrupted its 
way before the Lord, with the exception 
of a few. There was Noah, who was a man 
that feared God and worked righteousness, 
and had in his possession the Gospel and 
the holy Priesthood; and the Lord God 
communicated with him, and this he did

by revelation, and told him to build an ark 
to save himself and family from the flood. 
And he gave Noah the dimensions of the 
ark—how it was to be constructed, and 
with what kind of materials. He also told 
him what kind of animals he was to bring 
into it, giving him instructions relating to 
the whole matter. How did you happen 
to know all this Noah? “I had the Gospel, 
which is the power of God unto salvation; 
and it proved my salvation and the salva-
tion of my family; and through it I was 
enabled to understand the designs and pur-
poses of God, and prepare for those great 
events about to take place on the earth.”

We next come to old Abraham, and we 
find that the Lord talked with him—“And 
the Lord appeared unto him in the plains 
of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in 
the heat of the day.” And the Lord talked 
with Abraham and with his wife Sarah, and 
told her she should have a child at a certain 
time. They had quite a long conversation. 
Sometimes the messenger that was sent 
to Abraham is called an angel, and some-
times the Lord. Suffice it to say that the 
Lord did reveal himself and communicated 
his will unto him; and finally he tried and 
tested him in every variety of way. “And it 
came to pass after these things, that God 
did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, 
Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 
And he said, Take now thy son, thine only 
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah; and offer him 
there for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of.” In this 
manner the Lord tried Abraham.

The great principle I wish to keep 
before your minds is, that men in those  
different ages of the world did have a  
knowledge of God, and they obtained  
it through revelation and a knowl- 
edge of the Gospel. Through this, Abra-
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