
ham obtained a knowledge of God—of 
his purposes and designs; and there was no 
other way in which he could have a knowl-
edge of God, only in the way here speci-
fied; and hence the Gospel to Abraham was 
a principle wherein the righteousness of 
God was revealed from faith to faith; and 
it was to him as much the power of God 
unto salvation as it was in the days of Jesus 
Christ and the Apostles, or any other day.

Jesus, in speaking of Abraham, says, 
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my 
day: and he saw it, and was glad.”

Then, Abraham, you saw the day of the 
Son of God and was glad some two thou-
sand years before the dawn of that day 
burst upon the earth. How did you hap-
pen to see it? Was it not enough for you 
to know that God spoke to you and gave 
you certain great and glorious promises 
concerning your seed? No. You must actu-
ally penetrate events that should transpire 
in after ages. How did you know all this? 
“By the Gospel.” Do you mean to say that 
you, too, had the Gospel? “Yes; for life and 
immortality are brought to light by the 
Gospel; and the Gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that be-
lieveth, and therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith; and who-
ever knows anything about life and immor-
tality and the power of God must know 
something about the Gospel of salvation.”

“Well,” say some, “we would really like 
a little more testimony from the Bible on 
this subject; for we have great confidence 
in the Bible.” You shall have it. What 
does Paul say? “And the scripture, foresee-
ing that God would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached the gospel before 
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all na-
tions be blessed. So then they which be of 
faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.”

Then Abraham had the  Gospe l 
preached to him, and so had Melchizedek. 
“How do you prove that?” Paul says, speak-
ing of this ancient king of Salem, that he 
was “made like unto the Son of God,” and 
“abideth a priest continually.” And “Now 
consider how great this man was, unto 
whom even the patriarch Abraham gave 
the tenth of the spoils.” “He whose descent 
is not counted from them received tithes 
of Abraham, and blessed him that had the 
promises. And without all contradiction 
the less is blessed of the better.”

Abraham had the Gospel, and was the 
father of the faithful; yet Melchizedek was 
greater than he—greater in the Priesthood 
and in the Gospel.

We will now inquire a little about 
Moses—a deliverer that was raised up 
to Israel, who was set apart to deliver his 
people from the bondage under which they 
groaned in the land of Egypt. The Lord 
spake to Moses and sent him to Pharaoh, 
and kept sending him from time to time 
until Pharaoh let Israel go; and Moses was 
their leader, and led them forth out of the 
land of Egypt.

How did Moses know about this de-
liverance? How did he know how to give 
Israel instruction and revelation? Because 
he had received it himself. The Lord had 
spoken to him, and had revealed his will 
to him, and manifested his purposes to 
him from time to time. When the Lord 
first called him, he felt incompetent for the 
task, and answered the Lord as follows—

“And Moses said unto the Lord, O my 
Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, 
nor since thou hast spoken unto thy ser-
vant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue. And the anger of the Lord was kin-
dled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron 
the Levite thy brother? I know that he can 
speak well. And he also cometh forth to meet

THE GOSPEL 365

JOD Vol 7-LIVE.indd   365JOD Vol 7-LIVE.indd   365 5/13/20   8:55 PM5/13/20   8:55 PM


