THE GOSPEL.

are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call." You show me a peo-
ple that the Lord our God does not call,
and I will show you a people to whom
this promise does not apply.

There is the Gospel, as I under-
stand it; and wherever this principle
exists, the principle of revelation and
the knowledge of God exists—a princi-
ple wherein the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith—a princi-
ple that opens a communication between
God and man. Wherever this exists, the
Gospel exists; and wherever this does
not exist, the Gospel does not exist. It
is a principle that places man into a le-
gitimate relationship with God, who is
our Father. Hence, when Jesus taught
his disciples to pray, he said, "When you
pray, say, Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name." He is the God
and Father of the spirits of all flesh, and
we are told to approach him as such, and
have faith in him. And he says, "Ask,
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you: For every one that asketh re-
ceiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and
to him that knocketh it shall be opened."

"Or what man is there of you, whom if
his son ask bread, will give him a stone?
Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a ser-
pent? If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your Father which is in
heaven give good things to them that ask
him?"

By means of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ we are brought into a relationship
with God. As one of the ancient Apos-
tles says, "Beloved, now are we the sons
of God, and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is." God is our
Father, and a medium of communication
has been opened between God and us.
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And inasmuch as we live our religion, we
shall be prepared at all times to receive
blessings at his hands, and learn to un-
derstand correct principles in regard to
our salvation as individuals, and the sal-
vation of the human family.

John said, among other things, "And
I saw another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel
to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every nation, and kin-
dred, and tongue, and people, Saying
with a loud voice, Fear God, and give
glory to him; for the hour of his judgment
is come: and worship him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters." This angel had the
same Gospel to preach that Adam pos-
sessed, and the same that Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Jesus Christ, and the
Apostles preached.

Joseph Smith, what did you pro-
claim? "I called on the Lord and a holy
angel appeared to me, and God revealed
his will to me, and showed me the true
position of the world religiously and ev-
ery other way; and he told me what I
was to do to obtain eternal life, and he
told me what his designs and purposes
were concerning this earth." What did
he do besides? "He sent some of those
who existed in former ages, who held the
keys of the everlasting Priesthood, to ad-
minister to me and set me apart." We
read in this good book an account of Pe-
ter, James, and John being with Jesus
on the Mount—"And after six days Je-
sus taketh Peter, James, and John his
brother, and bringeth them up into a
high mountain apart, And was trans-
figured before them: and his face did
shine as the sun, and his raiment was
white as the light. And, behold, there
appeared unto them Moses and Elias
talking with him." How happens it that
you are upon the earth, Moses? for we
thought you were dead long ago! "I am
not dead, as you suppose; for I drank of



