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Upon what principle are we to be

one? It is by hearkening in all things

to that eternal and everlasting Priest-

hood which has been conferred upon

mortal man upon the earth. When I

say that Priesthood, I mean the indi-

vidual who holds the keys thereof. He

is the standard—the living oracle to the

Church.

"But," says one, "suppose that we

hearken to the word of God in the Old

and New Testament—suppose that we

hearken to the word of God in the Book

of Doctrine and Covenants—suppose we

hearken to the word of God in the Book

of Mormon, and at the same time we feel

disposed in our hearts to lay aside the

living oracles, what then? I would an-

swer, in the first place, that the premises

are false. Why? The very moment that

we set aside the living oracles we set

aside the revelations of God. Why? Be-

cause the revelations of God command us

plainly that we shall hearken to the liv-

ing oracles. Hence, if we undertake to

follow the written word, and at the same

time do not give heed to the living oracles

of God, the written word will condemn

us: it shows that we do not follow it ac-

cording to our profession. This is what

I wish to bring home to myself as an in-

dividual; and if the same thing will suit

any other person in the congregation, I

hope that he will take it home to himself.

"But," inquires one, "how is it that

you are going to apply this to your-

self?" I will tell you. But first let me

quote from another revelation contained

in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants.

Perhaps I had better read the passage

which I wish now to bring to your

understanding—"Behold, there shall be

a record kept among you; and in it thou

shalt be called a seer, a translator, a

prophet, an apostle of Jesus Christ, an

elder of the church through the will of

God the Father, and the grace of our

Lord Jesus Christ, Being inspired of the

Holy Ghost to lay the foundation thereof,

and to build it up unto the most holy

faith. Which church was organized and

established in the year of our Lord eigh-

teen hundred and thirty, in the fourth

month, and on the sixth day of the month

which is called April. Wherefore, mean-

ing the church, thou shalt give heed unto

his words and commandments which he

shall give unto you as he receiveth them,

walking in all holiness before me; For his

word shall ye receive, as if from mine

own mouth, in all patience and faith."

Here, then, we perceive what is bind-

ing upon the Church of the living God,

what was binding upon them thirty

years ago, and what has been binding

upon them ever since, from the day that

it was given, until the day the Prophet

was martyred, down until the year 1860,

and until the present moment of time.

All this time there have been a king-

dom and Church of the living God on

the earth, and a man placed at the head

of that Church to govern, direct, coun-

sel, preach, exhort, testify, and speak the

truth to the people, and counsel them in

the things pertaining to their duties and

pertaining to the kingdom of God.

Now, then, let me get back again.

The great subject before me this

morning is the words I have been re-

peating before you, and how they ap-

ply to myself. There have been a

few things wherein I have done wrong,

wherein I have disobeyed these instruc-

tions that are here laid down, wherein,

no doubt, I have offended the Lord, and

wherein I have, no doubt, grieved the

feelings of my brethren; and inasmuch

as I have done this, no doubt I have

also brought at many times darkness

upon my own mind. I want to make

a confession today. I do not know that

brother Brigham, or any of the rest of the


