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Daniel? I doubt whether there is a per-

son, unless he has been favored with di-

rect revelation from heaven, who knows

but little about John's Revelation. What

do I know about many things in relation

to the celestial kingdom? Has the celes-

tial kingdom been opened to my mind?

No. Have I gazed upon it in vision?

No. Have I seen God sitting on his

throne, surrounded by his holy angels?

No. Have I knowledge of the laws and or-

der and government and rule which reg-

ulate that kingdom? No. If the reve-

lations seem to apparently convey this

or that idea, still I may be entirely mis-

taken in regard to the meaning of those

revelations.

There is one thing I will assure you

of—God will never reveal anything to

me, or to any other man, which will come

in contact with the views and revelations

which he gives to the man who holds the

keys. We never need expect such a thing.

"But," inquires one, "have you not felt

anxious that the Church should follow

your ideas as laid down in the Seer?"

I have not. If I had, I should have

preached them; I should have tried to

reason with you to convince you of their

apparent truth.

I have always been anxious the

Church should be governed by him who

has the right to govern it, to receive

revelations, and to give counsel for its

guidance, throughwhom correct doctrine

comes and is unfolded to the children of

men.

God placed Joseph Smith at the head

of this Church; God has likewise placed

Brigham Young at the head of this

Church; and he has required you and

me, male and female, to sustain those

authorities thus placed over us in their

position; and that authority is binding

on all Quorums and individuals of Quo-

rums. He has never released you nor

me from those obligations. We are com-

manded to give heed to their words in all

things, and receive their words as from

the mouth of God, in all patience and

faith. When we do not this, we get into

darkness. God has placed them where

they are, and requires you and me to con-

tinue in our faith and patience to receive

the truth at their hands. I am going to

do it. I am going to repent. I arose this

morning to unburden my feelings in re-

gard to these matters.

What is repentance? Is it merely to

say we will do thus and so, and then go

and do directly to the contrary? When I

say I am going to repent of these things,

I mean that I am going from this time

henceforth, through the grace of God as-

sisting me, to try and show by my acts

and by my words that I will uphold and

support those whom I do know God has

placed over me to govern, direct, and

guide me in the things of this kingdom.

I do not know that I shall be able to

carry out those views; but these are my

present determinations. I pray that I

may have grace and strength to perform

this. I feel exceedingly weak in regard to

these matters.

I know what I have got to conquer.

I have to conquer my natural disposi-

tion and feelings, and bring them to bow

to the authority God has instituted. I

see no other way. That is the only way

for me and the only way for you. I

see no possibility for the words of my

text to be fulfilled and brought to pass

in any other manner. You cannot de-

vise or imagine any other way. The

world have tried for six thousand years

to become united, and they never have

been, and never will be able to do it, if

they should continue to remain as na-

tions, kingdoms, and peoples for six mil-

lions of years to come. They never can

bring about this oneness of sentiment

and feeling by each man being his own


