
minds of men who live their religion, who 
walk according to the laws of the holy 
Priesthood, and cultivate the Spirit of 
God. That grim messenger has lost his for-
midable appearance, and people feel easy 
and comfortable under any circumstances; 
that is, those who do right, fear God, work 
righteousness, and keep his command-
ments. They know they have within them 
that principle of eternal life which shall live 
after this mortal tabernacle shall crumble in 
the dust.

To them, if it is peace, it is all right; if it 
is war, it is all right; if it is sickness, it is all 
right; if it is health, it is all right; for it is all 
eternal life to the man that is in possession 
of that principle.

What is man? He is an immortal being. 
He is a part of the Deity. He is the Son of 
God, and God is his Father; and he has 
come here to work out his salvation and 
accomplish the thing he came into exis-
tence for. We have come here to build up 
the kingdom of God, to establish correct 
principles, to teach the world righteousness, 
and to make millions of the human family 
happy—even all who will listen to the prin-
ciples of eternal truth. We are here to intro-
duce correct doctrine, to introduce correct 
morals, to introduce correct philosophy, to 
introduce correct government and to teach 
men how to live and how to die—how to be 
happy in this world and in the world which 
is to come, and to lay the foundation for 
eternal lives in the eternal worlds.

What is man? A god, even the son of 
God, possessing noble aspirations, holy 
feelings, that may be governed by virtu-
ous principles, possessing elevated ideas, 
wishing to realize everything that God 
has destined to submit to all his laws, to 
endure every kind of privation and afflic-
tion and suffering, as seeing Him that 
is invisible, looking for a city that hath

foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God—feeling to live for that purpose, and 
that alone.

This is what man is, if he lives the re-
ligion of heaven, and performs faithfully 
those things God has appointed him to do, 
that he may increase from intelligence to 
intelligence, and go on with that eternal 
progression, not only in this world, but in 
worlds without end.

What are we? Do we expect to immortalize 
our fame by demolishing cities, wasting coun-
tries, and destroying their inhabitants? No. Do 
we expect to have our name perpetuated by be-
ing embalmed and laid by, as the Egyptians were 
after they died? No. Do we expect to perpetuate 
our fame by building cities and monuments? 
No. What then? We expect to perpetuate our 
fame and our name by living and propagating 
correct principles—by the establishment of cor-
rect laws—by the building up of the kingdom 
of God—by imbibing and receiving light and 
intelligence from the living God—by living in 
the enjoyment of all the blessings that God has 
in reserve for his Saints—by driving back the 
dark cloud of error and superstition that has 
overspread the moral horizon of the world—by 
establishing a nucleus of truth, intelligence, light, 
morality, philosophy, religion, government, and 
everything else that is calculated to promote 
and exalt the human family in time and in all 
eternity; and then, like some of the ancient pa-
triarchs—like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and 
many of the ancient Saints, enter into the New 
Jerusalem, and there live with our posterity, our 
friends, and relations; and then pass on by the 
eternal laws of progression to associate with the 
Gods, worlds without end, in all intelligence and 
perfection, and in promoting the happiness of 
all beings pertaining to this world and the world 
that is to come.
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