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order of the civilization of the heavens—

to prepare themselves to dwell with

heavenly beings who are capable of en-

during the presence of the Gods.

It has been supposed by many writ-

ers that there is a regular gradation

from the vegetable kingdom to the high-

est intelligence that has been bestowed

upon man, gradually rising from one

degree of intelligence to another. We

learn that great intelligence has been be-

stowed upon certain persons among the

children of men. We discern degrees of

intelligence in our own society. There are

also degrees of intelligence in a national

capacity. There are degrees of intelli-

gence in one family: you see its varia-

tions in communities, and you may mark

its gradations from the highest and most

refined intelligence of man down to the

brute creation.

God has given this great variety of in-

telligence. He has also given this great

variety of forms—that eternal variety

which we see upon this earth, not only

among human beings, but in every class

of all the creations of God; and they are

all designed to be preserved to all eter-

nity. None of them were made to be de-

stroyed, except those that do not abide

the law given them.

The earth will abide its creation, and

will be counted worthy of receiving the

blessings designed for it, and will ulti-

mately roll back into the presence of God

who formed it and established its min-

eral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms.

These will all be retained upon the earth,

come forth in the resurrection, and abide

forever and forever.

Who will be destroyed? Those

who have the words of eternal life of-

fered to them and reject those words.

They will remain uncivilized and in

their heathenish darkness. There are

others who will become civilized, pu-

rified, and prepared to dwell to all

eternity in the kingdoms God has pre-

pared for them.

The last time I spoke to you here I

told you that I found my religion just as

sweet to me in my private capacity, in my

secret meditations upon my bed, and in

my closet, in my office, or with my family,

as it is when I am in this stand. I love it

as well—esteem it as highly; it is as pre-

cious to my understanding, and it invigo-

rates, buoys up, strengthens, and fills ev-

ery power of my capacity with unspeak-

able joy, just as much at home as it does

here. I hope this is the case with you all.

If you live your religion, it is as dear to

you when you are out of this Taberna-

cle as when you are here. Live your reli-

gion, walk humbly before your God, and

secure to yourselves eternal life. That is

what I desire; it is what I pray for.

The kingdom of God will roll, and

no power can stop the work that the

Almighty has commenced. Kings, rulers,

governors, presidents, peoples, and all

the armies of hell joined with them will

never be able to impede the steady, on-

ward, accelerated progress of this glori-

ous latter-day work. If we should deny

the faith of the holy Gospel, and go out of

this Church, still it will roll on the same.

This kingdomwill stand forever. This re-

ligion will abide the day of the coming

of the Lord Jesus, and will prepare us to

meet him in peace.

Live your religion, walk uprightly,

deal justly, love mercy, eschew evil of

every kind, and sanctify the Lord God

in your hearts, and purify and sanc-

tify your affections with the principles of

eternal life, that Jesus may fulfil his own

words—that he, by his Spirit, may be in

you a well of water springing up to ever-

lasting life.

The world is before us, eternity is

before us, and an inexhaustible foun-

tain of intelligence for us to obtain.

Every man, and more particularly my


