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the children of men; and after all, I

feel very ignorant, when I scan the wide

field there is for improvement; and I

know that this community are ignorant,

and are not what they should be. I

also know that if the enemies of truth

will let us alone, as barbarous as we

are, we will soon show them the most

peaceable, right-loving, and law-abiding

community in the wide world. We will

show them the most civil community—

a community farther advanced in the

arts of refinement than any other upon

the earth. We will show them men and

women the most profound in learning,

and mechanics the most expert and inge-

nious. We will show them men endowed

with the most brilliant natural talent

and the most wisdom that can be found

in the world. We will do this, if they will

cease driving us from our homes, and

robbing us of our homesteads to the mu-

sic of the rifle and cannon, and the horri-

ble oaths and fiendish hilarity of civilized

mobs who mock at our sufferings, and

laugh to scorn our sorrows. If they will

not let us alone, we will take the musket

and the sword in one hand, the trowel

and the hammer in the other, and build

up the Zion of our God; and they cannot

prevent it.

I am very thankful for the knowl-

edge I have received from Captain Gib-

son's book, from the little I have con-

versed with him, and from the lec-

tures I have heard him deliver. I

shall not cease learning while I live,

nor when I arrive in the spirit world;

but shall there learn with greater fa-

cility; and when I again receive my

body, I shall learn a thousand times more

in a thousand times less time; and then I

do not mean to cease learning, but shall

still continue my researches.

Let us be patient with one another. I

do not altogether look at things as you

do. My judgment is not in all things like

yours; nor yours like mine. When you

judge a man or woman, judge the inten-

tions of the heart. It is not by words, par-

ticularly, nor by actions, that men will

be judged in the great day of the Lord;

but, in connection with words and ac-

tions, the sentiments and intentions of

the heart will be taken, and by these will

men be judged.

There are men in this community

who make blunders; but they would not

do an intentional wrong. They are weak;

they do not fully understand themselves,

and are sometimes overtaken in fault.

Am I to condemn them? No; but to take

them by the hand, and lift them up, and

instruct them—give them a little intelli-

gence as they can receive it. If they can

receive but a little, give them only a lit-

tle, exercising patience with them.

Ye mighty men of God, make sure the

path for your own feet to walk to eternal

life, and take as many with you as you

can. Take them as they are, understand

them as they are, and deal with them as

they are; look at them as God looks at

them, and then you can judge them as

he would judge them.

May the Lord bless you! Amen.


