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I rejoice in the privilege of speaking

to you this morning, and hope I shall

have your prayers and faith, in connec-

tion with my own, that my remarks may

be beneficial to those who hear.

Brother Spencer, in his remarks, in-

dicated that there are some faultfinders

here—some who take exceptions to the

acts and doings of the Saints, especially

to those of their leaders. Some of these

persons profess to be Saints, some have

been cut off from the Church, and some

have never been in the Church.

I have no part with such men, neither

have I any contention or argument with

them. I am sent to preach the Gospel of

life and salvation. If men are not pleased

with my ways, they have as good a right

to dislike them as I have to dislike theirs.

If they do not believe in my advice, teach-

ings, and counsel, they are at perfect lib-

erty to disbelieve them, and I will not

find one word of fault with them for so

doing. They have full liberty to think and

say what they please with regard to my

acts; but, as I have often said, they must

keep their "hands off." The slander and

lying of tongues set in motion by wicked

hearts I have always met, and they do

not affect my character before my God,

nor in the eyes of just men.

Take the evildoers, in this commu-

nity, those who have once tasted of the

good word of God, who have received the

Spirit of truth, and then turned again to

the allurements of the enemy, have for-

saken their God in their feelings, and

connected themselves with those who

are not in the Church; they know my

character, and have much more confi-

dence in me than I have in them. They

believe what I say to be the truth; but

they deceive, and I know it. I tell the

truth; and, so far as I have power, I al-

ways act the truth; but they are disposed

to refuse and neglect the truth, and to

prefer error and falsehood instead.

I have very little to say to men

who are dissatisfied with my course, or

with the course of my brethren. Some

have wished me to explain why we built

an adobe wall around this city. Are

there any Saints who stumble at such

things? Oh, slow of heart to under-

stand and believe. I build walls, dig

ditches, make bridges, and do a great

amount and variety of labor that is of

but little consequence only to provide

ways and means for sustaining and pre-

serving the destitute. I annually ex-

pend hundreds and thousands of dol-

lars almost solely to furnish employment

to those in want of labor. Why? I

have potatoes, flour, beef, and other ar-

ticles of food, which I wish my brethren

to have; and it is better for them to


