
14 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

come upon the enemies of truth is, that

they be obliged to live by holy principles,

and to deal by their fellow creatures as

they would wish to be dealt by. This is

the worst wish I can possibly wish upon

my worst enemies who thirst for my life.

There is no question but what this would

be a great punishment to them. I would

not wish them to be punished any more,

nor to suffer any more. But I also could

wish them to forsake the evil influence

within them, which they constantly yield

to, and partake of good and holy influ-

ences, that they may rejoice in the truth.

I shall see the day when every son

and daughter of Adam will bow the knee,

and every tongue confess that Jesus is

the Christ, the Son of God, the Savior

of the world—that to him we owe our

lives, and that we are indebted to him,

and through him to the Father, for ev-

ery blessing we enjoy. They will acknowl-

edge his right to rule and govern, King of

nations, as he does King of Saints. This

they must do, notwithstanding all their

hatred. Can people receive this? Yes,

every son and daughter of Adam can;

though I once in a while meet with an in-

dividual who says that he cannot believe

in religion of any kind. I will venture to

say that there are men in this Church

who would tell you so, were you to con-

verse with them privately. They will tell

you that they cannot in the least degree

comprehend angels, spirits, God, and

the kingdoms and thrones of the eternal

worlds, nor anything of that character.

What do I say to such persons? Live

that moral religion you believe in; for

they believe in the same moral reli-

gion that you and I do. Let them

deal justly with their fellow men, be

truthful, honest, and charitable, full of

good works to the day of their death,

and I will insure them that the king-

dom of God is theirs. And when

their spirits leave their bodies, their eyes

will be opened to see those heavenly and

eternal realities which they could not

comprehend while in the flesh. Now, I do

not admit that good, active, bright, in-

telligent hearts and brains, or, in other

words, good spirits put in mortal taber-

nacles are quite so ignorant as some

imagine, although they may feel that

they are, and may think that they can-

not conceive of anything but what they

hear with their ears, see with their eyes,

&c. This is a mistake: they can see and

understand more, but they do not know

how to classify it. Let this be as it may, as

I have said already, all who will correctly

live an external religion are entitled to a

degree of salvation.

Man is a mystery to himself. You

see some who at once believe the truth

when they hear the Gospel of salvation

declared by the servants of God. Truth

fastens upon their understandings, they

yield to it at once and openly acknowl-

edge it, and yet they live for years and

years without receiving a love of that

truth. Is not this a great mystery? It

partially is. In their outward faith and

lives they believe the Gospel of salva-

tion as much as any person can; and, af-

ter all, darkness will come upon them;

they will forget the love and communion

they had with the Spirit of the Lord,

and turn away from the holy command-

ments, and tell you that they never knew

that the Gospel was true. How many

are there of this class, year by year, who

will say, "We never knew the truth of

'Mormonism?'" I will relate an incident

by way of illustration. A brother now

here and working for us had a brother

in Nauvoo, in the days of Joseph, who

was sent to England on a mission. He

went and preached to his brother that

is now here, and bore testimony to him

that he knew Joseph Smith to be a

Prophet of God, that the New Testament


