
is true, that the Book of Mormon is true, 
that the Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
contains true revelations from God, that 
God had sent an angel from heaven reveal-
ing the everlasting Priesthood, and had be-
stowed the Holy Ghost upon his servants, 
which he would give to all who believed 
in their words. Thus he preached to his 
brother and to the people, and returned 
to his house in Nauvoo. In a few years his 
brother came to Nauvoo, and the brother 
previously there began to tell him that 
“Mormonism” was not true, and that if 
Joseph Smith was ever a Prophet, he must 
have been a fallen Prophet. His brother 
then asked about the Book of Mormon. 
“Why,” said he, “I do not think it is true, 
though I do not really know.” “How about 
the Bible?” “I do not know much about it; 
but I think you had better stop here: here 
are houses and lands unoccupied, for the 
Mormons have gone west, and left their 
gardens, farms, and the furniture in their 
houses, and you can make money here.” 
“But is not ‘Mormonism’ true?” “I do 
not think it is, for the Mormons are now 
clearing out to go into the wilderness.” 
“But,” said his brother, “That has nothing 
to do with it. It is no matter where they 
go. Is the doctrine you preached to me 
in England true?” “Well, I do not hardly 
think it is.” Finally he said, “It is not true,” 
“Well,” said the young man, “I will ask you 
a single question: Did you tell the truth 
when you came to England to preach the 
Gospel? Or did you lie then, and now tell 
the truth? You either lied then or now, and 
I want you to tell me which time you lied.”  
He did not reply. “Now brother, I have 
a few words to say to you: You came to 
England and preached the Gospel, and told 
me not to trust in man, but to seek unto  
the Lord my God, in the name of Jesus

Christ, and receive a witness for myself 
and know for myself that Joseph Smith is a 
Prophet of God, that the Book of Mormon 
is true, and that God has set to his hand 
to gather the house of Israel and build 
up Zion. You said, Do not rely upon my 
word; for if you believe and embrace the 
Gospel, you have the promise of receiving 
the Holy Ghost. Now, I have to say to you 
that I did not merely take your word, for I 
did not consider I was under any obligation 
to believe and embrace what you called the 
Gospel, unless the Lord revealed it to me. 
You were to me a fingerboard to point the 
right way: I walked in it, and received a tes-
timony that Joseph Smith is a true Prophet, 
that the Book of Mormon is true, and that 
this work is the work of the Almighty. You 
have apostatized. I am going to the camp 
of the Saints, and you may go where you 
please.” He left his brother, and is here in 
good standing with us. That illustrates a 
principle I wished to have you understand.

I recollect that while on my way to 
Ohio, to see brother Joseph the first time, 
I took dinner with a Mr. Gillmore—I 
think a Methodist priest. He began to tell 
me the character of Joseph Smith, what he 
had been guilty of, how long he had been 
a money digger, how long a horse jockey, 
and how many horses he had stolen; and 
his statement made Joseph to be some sev-
enty or eighty years of age. I said to him, 
“Joseph Smith I never saw.” He says that 
he has received revelations from God, and 
declared that an angel visited him. He has 
declared that he found plates, and other 
witnesses have seen and handled them, 
from which the Book of Mormon was 
translated. I know nothing about these 
witnesses, neither do I care. I went to my  
Father in heaven and asked him with re-
gard to the truth of the doctrines taught  
by Joseph Smith, and I know they will
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