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We speak that which we do know,

and testify to that which we have seen.

"What do you know?" says the inquirer.

I know that the Gospel which we have

received is the truth of God, and I know

that it will rule the world, and I know

that every man, kingdom, and people

that opposes it will be broken to shiv-

ers. I do not care whether the opposition

arises in the Church or out of it, I know

that he that raises his puny arm against

this work will be broken of his power and

finally destroyed, if he does not cease his

hostilities. I care not whether it be the

judge upon the bench, or commanders of

armies, the consequence will be as I have

told you.

God has spoken, and I know it, be-

cause I have heard his voice, and know

the voice of the Good Shepherd, and am

thankful that I have felt his power. Do

I know that he has given this author-

ity to use his name? Yes, gentlemen,

I know it; and not only so, but I know

that there are heavenly messengers that

are now near me, as near as brothers

Watt and Long, who are taking notes

as faithfully as they are, and more so.

The natural eye cannot see them, but

they are here, and by our acts and our

words shall we be judged. Yes, and these

messengers transmit our words and our

acts up on high, which are registered

there in books; and by-and-by, when the

dead, small and great, shall stand be-

fore God, these are the books that will

be opened, and the dead will be judged

out of the things that are written in the

books. Then let us be careful what we

do and what we say. The sacred writings

on earth contain the law, but the records

above contain the facts.

There is no corner so remote, no

place so secret, none so secluded or

dark that the angel of God is not

there taking notes. What does the

poet say? "Angels above us are

silent notes taking." And I suppose they

are daily transcribed and posted; and

when they get through with their labor

pertaining to us, their notes will all ap-

pear in the great ledger, in which the

accounts and balance sheet will be fully

shown up; and by our keeping a faithful

watch, it is hoped there may be a favor-

able record kept there.

There was a text of Scripture oc-

curred to my mind after I came here

this morning, but I do not know whether

I can preach anything about it or not.

When I arose to address you, my mind

was led off in another direction. The text

is this—"He that liveth and believeth in

me shall never die." This is a peculiar

saying, especially when we take it in con-

nection with the words used in the morn

of creation—"Dust thou art, and unto

dust thou shalt return." This is a pretty

hard saying, especially for those who do

not believe. Let us come at it by an ap-

proach more gentle and moderate, and

not come abruptly all at once; for it ap-

pears too strong language for us to re-

ceive without modification.

It is said that all things are pos-

sible with God. Now, we will come

down a little nearer to the point. The

Scriptures say, "All things are possible

to them that believe." If all things are

possible, don't you see that there is a

great deal depending upon our faith?

Whether we can really get over the say-

ing, "He that liveth and believeth in

me shall never die," without stretching

it out and putting any other interpre-

tation upon it, may be difficult; but I

do not feel it safe to put any different

interpretation upon the Scriptures than

that which is manifest upon the face of

them. Abraham and the Prophets are

dead, or at least some of them: I can-

not say that they all were when Jesus

uttered this language; but now, said Je-

sus to the Jews, "Before Abraham was, I


