
pulses became weakened and ceased to 
beat, he saw the spirit gradually emerg-
ing from the body; and as it drew itself 
out, the tabernacle became more deathly, 
until finally the perfect image of the man 
arose from the ashes of mortality, and there 
was nothing left but a lifeless corpse. But 
there was the living form born from that 
old body standing apparently free and 
untrammeled.

This is from a Spiritualist. I do not 
know that I have ever spoken of it before; 
but it came to my mind, and I thought I 
would present it; for I am in a good place 
now to be corrected, if wrong.

If that live image did come out as he 
represented, that is the part that shall never 
die; and whether it passes out in that par-
ticular form, matters not; we know that it 
does escape and lives forever. Here, then, 
you see it passes from a mortal tenement, 
from the carcass, or flesh and bones, some-
thing similar, perhaps, to the butterfly be-
ing born from its coarser tenement—not 
that I wished to advocate anything like 
transmigration; but as the butterfly sallies 
out of the cocoon, leaving it to be manu-
factured into fabrics, and free-and-easy  
she moves in another element, basking

among the flowers of earth, so the spirit 
emerges from the body, to regale itself in a 
more congenial clime.

Many of you are accustomed to put 
corn into the earth, and perhaps those who 
do not plant corn, sow wheat; and you 
know there is a germ in every perfect ker-
nel; and when it shoots out, or sprouts, we 
call that good, because it has the power of 
life. It continues to grow, and forms a new 
stock; but if you take one kernel that has 
not the living germ within it, it dries up 
and dies, just like that poor ungodly sinner 
that has not the germ of eternal life within 
him. He dies, body and spirit; but that 
man’s spirit, who has the principle of life 
abounding in him, passes out of the body 
at the time appointed, just as I would pass 
out of this room, leaving my old clothes 
behind me. I am not prepared to say that 
this is the perfection of the principle; but 
I know there is some way for the spirit to 
emerge from the body and enter into an 
advanced sphere of action.

I believe I have said enough. I only wish 
to add, Let us live our religion; and if we 
cannot comprehend all that we wish, and 
financier our way all through, let us trust in 
Christ. God bless you! Amen.
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